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POINTS TO PONDER

From the Field
Helge By

Watching the
cattle market these
days can make
you dizzy. In early January the
Chicago live cattle rose to an all-time
high amid expectations of tighter
supplies in the months ahead. The
middle of January they were down to
a two month low. But supplies
haven’t changed so you know the
market is just nervous. Feeder cattle
futures have done the same with
grain’s up and down trading having
an influence on them as well.
I do know that the market is still
very strong in comparison to a few
years ago and with the world
numbers, down it does look very
positive for a number of years. The
end of the year sales and the early
sales in 2013 have continued strong.
The one thing that I have talked
about before is that the calves that
weigh, pay. Those heavy calves last
fall definitely put some dollars in
your pocket. At Agribition Charolais
steers didn’t win Grand Champion
this year in the commercial show but
at $1,152/head, the pen of silver steers
were the high sellers and proved two
things: one, that the Charolais sired
Angus cross silver steers will top the
market and two, that pounds pays.
If you are a commercial producer
you receive this magazine because
you bought a registered bull that was
transferred to you. It doesn’t cost the
breeders any money to register and
transfer if they are enrolled in Whole
Herd with the Charolais Association,
so ask for the papers. If they can’t
provide them or give you excuses,
maybe look elsewhere.
Make sure all the bulls you buy are
registered otherwise, how do you
know what you are getting. The
purebred industry has made great
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strides in the past 20 years with the
use of EPD and as the Expected
Progeny Differences become more
accurate, they need to be utilized
more. This is why, when you buy a
registered bull, you will get complete
EPD information on the animal
which tells you what his potential is
genotypically not just phenotypically.
The Charolais Association is also
doing a lot of work in the Genomic
side of the business and it won’t be
long before we will have enchanced
EPD using DNA data to help predict
the breeding ability of an animal. It is
exciting stuff that will see strides
made faster in the selection for
certain traits you are looking for.
Last year at this time I was talking
about BIXs or the Beef InfoXchange
System being up and running with
the potential of everyone in the beef
chain being able to exchange
information on their cattle. If everyone
involved worked together, I think
this system would be a great way to
improve bottom lines and the quality
of the cattle and the beef produced
for minimal time and investment.
In this issue there is an article on
Dr. Troy Drake’s TraceBack system
which is a comprehensive program
that tracks the cattle at each level
from the cow-calf producer to the
feedlot to the packer. I think this
program has a lot of potential at all
levels and if you are serious about
improving your cow herd and the
calves you raise, you will want to
have a close look at this. The simplicity,
yet complexity, of what this program
is capable of is incredible.
The Charolais female sales last fall
were very strong and the dispersal
sales where the bull calves were
offered provided those breeders with
the best bull sales in terms of the
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number of bulls sold ever. If this is
any indication of what is to come I
feel the demand will be even stronger
for Charolais bulls again this spring.
Be sure to do your bull shopping
during the bull sale season. This
magazine shows you the early sales
which are nearly upon us now.
I read an article that Charlie Gracey
wrote I found very interesting.
Charlie, as many of you know, was
the General Manager of the Canadian
Cattlemen’s Association for years and
is recently a retired director of the
Alberta Livestock and Meat Agency
(ALMA). He was talking about the
shifts in the Grades and Yields of fat
cattle in the last 10 years and wow. In
2002 63% of the beef carcasses grades
were a Yield Grade 1 or a 59% or
more lean meat yield where as in
2012 only 49% were YG 1. On the
other end only 8% were YG 3 or 53%
or less LMY in 2002 while this
doubled to nearly 17% in 2012. Now
at the same time the marbling went
up with 45% being AAA and 50%
being AA in 2002 (for a total of 95%)
to 57% AAA and 40% being AA (for a
total of 97%) in 2012. Is this drop in
Yield being compensated for with
premiums high enough for marbling?
I don’t think so.
In these 10 years the British cattle
influence has increased at the
expense of longer on feed times and
fatter carcasses. Genetically you can
have leaner carcasses and still have
the marbling and the premium
higher yielding cattle is going to
outweigh the premium for marbling.
If you need some help in locating
bulls this spring give Craig Scott or
myself a call and we will help you in
any way we can.
Until next time,
Helge

Muscle is round, fat is flat.
Packers trim the fat and pay for the muscle.
Do you want a bull that is pretty or profitable?

Semen
Exportable
World Wide

HICKS REVOLVER 14R
Homozygous Polled • No Scurs
• BW – lighter than breed average
• WW – heavier than breed average
• YW – heavier than breed average
• Plus more milk and muscle than breed average

Visit us online at www.hickscharolais.com
or www.hicksrevolver.com
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POINTS À RÉFLÉCHIR

Du champ
Helge By

L'observation du
marché aux
bestiaux ces jours
on peut avoir la tête qui tourne. En
début janvier les bétail de phase de
Chicago ont grimpé jusqu'à une
haute absolue parmi des espérances
des approvisionnements plus serrés
en mois en avant. Le milieu de
janvier ils étaient vers le bas à un bas
de deux mois. Les approvisionnements
n'ont pas changé ainsi vous savez que
le marché est simplement nerveux. La
fluctuation en valeurs de grain a
influencé le futur de bétail de
fabrication aussi bien.
Je sais que le marché est toujours
très fort par rapport il y a à quelques
années. Le marché aux bestiaux a pu
être positif pendant un certain
nombre d'années avec le nombre
diminué de bétail globaux dans le
monde. Les ventes en derniers mois
de 2012 et les ventes jusqu'à
maintenant de 2013 avaient continué
fort. J’ai toujours dit que les veaux
qui pèsent les livres lourds sont les
veaux qui payent l’argent. Les veaux
lourds de l’automne passé a
certainement mis quelques dollars
dans votre poche. À l’exposition de
boeuf commerciale d’Agribition 2012
le Charolais n’est pas gagné le
championnat mais l’enclos de
bouvillons de la couleur argent
(Charolais croissé Angus Noir) a
vendu pour 1.152$ chacun. Étaient les
haut vendeurs a prouvé deux choses :
un, celui les boeufs argentés en
travers d'Angus engendrés par
charolais complétera le marché et les
deux, que livres payent.
Si vous êtes un producteur
commercial vous recevez ce magasin
parce que vous avez acheté un
taureau enregistré charolais qui a été
transféré à vous. Dans l’association
canadienne du charolais les éleveurs
de pur sang Charolais ne payent pas
pour s’enregistrer ni le transfert les
veaux s’ils inscrivent leurs vaches
dans le programme de « WHE »
l’enrollement complète de troupeau.
10

Lorsque vous achetez un taureau pur
sang Charolais, demandez pour les
papiers d’enregistrement. S'ils ne
peuvent pas les fournir ou vous
donner des excuses, regardez peutêtre ailleurs.
Vérifiez-vous que tous les taureaux
que vous achetez sont enregistrés. Si
non, comment savez-vous la qualité
qu’on a ? L’industrie de la race pur
sang a fait les améliorations
incroyables pendant les vingt dernières
années avec l’utilisation d’EPD. Il
faut qu’on utilise plus les différences
prévues de progéniture pendant que
les EPD deviennent plus précises.
Quand vous achetez un taureau
enregistré vous obtiendrez toute
l’information d’EPD. Cette information
indique le potentiel d’animal de
phénotype et aussi de génotype.
L’association canadienne du
charolais effectue également
beaucoup de travail sur le projet des
génomiques. À l'avenir nous aurons
augmenté EPD en utilisant des
données d'ADN pour aider à prévoir
la capacité de multiplication d'un
animal. C'est une avance
passionnante dans l'industrie et nous
verrons plus rapides les grands pas
rendus en choisissant certains
animaux pour les traits spécifiques
qu’on recherche.
J'ai écrit l'année dernière au sujet
de « BIXs » système d'InfoXchange de
boeuf fonctionnant avec le potentiel
de chacun dans la chaîne de boeuf
échangent l'information. Pendant le
temps et l'investissement minimaux
ce système améliorerait les résultats,
la qualité de bétail, et la qualité du
boeuf produite. C'est si chacun
impliquait dans l'industrie de boeuf
travaillerait ensemble.
Dans cette revue il y a un article de
Dr. Troy Drake sur le Système de
TraceBack qui est un programme
complèt qui dépiste le bétail à chaque
niveau du producteur de vache-veau
au fourrage à l'emballeur. Vous voulez
le regarder ce programme je pense
lorsque ce programme a beaucoup de
Charolais Connection • February 2013

potentiel à tous les niveaux si vous
êtes sérieux au sujet d'améliorer votre
troupeau de vache veau. Incroyable
est la simplicité, pourtant la
complexité, de ce programme.
Les ventes femelles du charolais
l'automne passé étaient très fortes et
les ventes de dispersion où les jeunes
taureaux ont été offertes équipées ces
sélectionneurs de meilleures ventes
de taureau en termes de nombre de
taureaux vendus jamais. Si c'est
n'importe quelle indication de ce qui
est de venir je croix que la demande
sera encore plus forte pour des
taureaux du charolais encore ce
printemps. Soyez sûr de faire vos
achats de taureau pendant la saison
de vente de taureau. Ce magasin
vous donne les ventes tôt ce qui sont
presque sur nous maintenant.
J'ai trouvé un article intéressant
écrit par Charlie Gracey. Charlie
étaient directeur général de
l'association des vachers canadiens
pendant des années et sont
récemment un directeur retraité de
l'agence de bétail et de viande
d'Alberta (ALMA). Il parlait des
variations dans les catégories et les
rendements de gros bétail en dix
dernières années. En 2002, 63% des
carcasses de boeuf évaluées étaient
une catégorie 1 de rendement « YG 1
» ou au-dessus de rendement maigre
de viande de 59%. Dans 2012
seulement 49% il y avait YG 1. Même
en 2002, seulement 8% il y avait de
YG 3 ou 53% ou moins de rendement
maigre de viande « LMY ». Ceci a
doublé presque à 17% de 2012.
Marbrer a été maintenant en même
temps assorti vers le haut à 45% étant
AAA et à 50% étant AA en 2002
(pour un total de 95%) à 57% AAA et
à 40% étant AA (pour un total de
97%) en 2012. Cette baisse dans le
rendement est-elle compensée avec
des primes assez haute pour marbrer
? Je ne pense pas.
Pendant ces dix dernières années,
l'influence britannique de bétail a
continued on page 12

LAE LAND OF PLENTY 243Z
Reserve Grand Champion Bull
Agribition 2012

LAE LAND OF PLENTY 243Z
Smooth Polled • BW 106, 205 DW 844, 365 DW 1636
Sparrows Landmark x Sparrows Cossack

LAE SMOOTH DEAL 253Z
4th Gen Pld
BW 94, 205 DW 814, 365 DW 1561
Roundup x Sparrows Sanchez

LAE LAND BARON 232Z
Smooth Polled
BW 108, 205 DW 817,
365 DW 1574
Sparrows Landmark
x Western Spur

SELLING 50 BULLS

LAE BULLSEYE 213Z
Smooth Polled • BW 111, 205 DW 818, 365 DW 1706
Sparrows Landmark x Sparrows Sanchez

Layne & Paula Evans

40 Yearlings and
10 Two-Year-Olds
• Delivery Available
• Free Board until May 1
• All bulls semen tested
prior to the sale

LAE MAGIC DRAGON 233Z
Smooth Pld
BW 108, 205 DW 754, 365 DW 1580
Sparrows Landmark x Sparrows Eldorado

Shae-Lynn, Shelby & Calina
Box 390, Kenaston, SK S0G 2N0

T: 306-252-2246
C: 306-561-7147
C: 306-561-7126
e: lpevans@sasktel.net
View the catalogue online at

www.horseshoeecharolais.com

LAE LANDALOT 225Z
BW 104, 205 DW 838, 365 DW 1595
Sparrows Landmark
x Sparrows Eldorado

LAE SKYFALL 258Z
BW 108, 205 DW 782, 365 DW 1577
Sparrows Landmark x Sparrows Eldorado

Supreme Champion Pen of Bulls, Saskatoon Fall Fair 2012 • Champion Pen of Charolais Bulls, Agribition 2012
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FROM THE CANADIAN CHAROLAIS ASSOCIATION

2012 Fall Update
Wade Beck, President
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President: Francois Couture, Notre-Dame-du-Bon-Conseil
Secretary: Laurent Jourdain
MARITIMES
President: Ricky Milton, Cornwall, PE
Secretary: Jennifer MacDonald,
St. Mary’s, Kent Co., NB
STAFF:
Registry & Office: MEL REEKIE
Registry: LOIS CHIVILO
Registry: JUDY CUMMER
French Membership: CYNTHIA BECK
306-436-2007 CBeck@charolais.com
EXECUTIVE:
PRESIDENT: WADE BECK
Box 5, Lang, SK S0G 2W0
Ph (306) 436-4564
wcbeck@sasktel.net
1st VICE-PRESIDENT: BRENT SAUNDERS
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saunders@bmts.com
2nd VICE-PRES: JOHN WILGENBUSCH
Box 4, Halbrite, SK S0C 1H0
(306) 458-2688 Fax (306) 458-2371
wilgenbusch@sasktel.net
PAST PRESIDENT: LYLE BIGNELL
Box 1055, Stettler, AB T0C 2L0
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DIRECTORS:
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BERNARD BEGIN
1630 Rg St-Martin, Ste-Marie, PQ G6E 3A8
(418) 387-7514 Fax (418) 387-5623
louberfarm@hotmail.com
BRIAN COUGHLIN
RR3 1012 Snake River Line, Cobden, ON K0J 1K0
(613) 646-9741 (613) 312-0270
cornervu@nrtco.net
URSULA CORPATAUX
Box 397, Erskine, AB T0C 1G0
Ph/Fax (403) 742-3337
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DORY GERRARD
RR 2, Innisfail, AB T4G 1T7
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I remember asking my Dad as a kid
why we used Charolais bulls on our
commercial cows. His answer was
simple and it made perfect sense to
me, even as a twelve year old boy. He
said, “When we sell our calves in the
fall, our Charcross calves bring at least
$50 more per head than those sired by
another breed.”
Over the years the Canadian beef
industry has seen a number of
changes, but one of the few things that
remains the same is Charolais sired
calves still command a premium. In
the fall of 2012 I heard many stories of
commercial producers whose
Charolais calves out sold their calves of
another color by $85 - $100 each.
Demand for Charolais sired calves,
whether they are buckskin, silver or
white, continues to outweigh the supply.
The Charolais breed is one of the
few beef breeds in Canada whose main
focus and strength is selling bulls to
commercial cattlemen. Because of this,
Canadian Charolais breeders have
concentrated their selection on traits
that are important in the commercial
industry. As commercial producers,
you can rest assured that Charolais
breeders from across Canada have
worked hard to develop their own
individual breeding programs. The
main focus and goal of these breeding
programs is to sell quality Charolais bulls
to commercial cattlemen; Charolais
bulls that will improve your own
breeding program, and more
importantly, make you more money.
Along with the individual breeders
who work to develop quality Charolais
cattle, the Canadian Charolais
Association also has breed improvement
projects underway. Complacency has

no place in the beef cattle industry,
whether it be the breed association,
the breeder, or the buyer. A little
research can go a long way when it
comes to knowing the quality of the
bulls you buy, and the breeders you
buy them from.
Doing the research these days may
be quite a bit easier than it was in my
Dad’s day. Today’s technology
provides pictures and information at
your fingertips. These tools can be
excellent time savers and may help
narrow down the number of herds you
need to visit before you find the bull
you’re looking for. You will find many
ads for Charolais bulls throughout this
publication and any other publications
that you may receive this spring. The
Canadian Charolais Association offers
on their web site a search engine where
you can look for a bull, see that he is
registered, and see all of his pedigree
and EPD information. You can also
find on the CCA website a list of
registered Charolais breeders
throughout Canada, and it may even
help you find one in your own area.
One never knows where you will find
the bull you’re looking for.
Whether you are a commercial
cattlemen or a purebred breeder, been
in the business for sixty years or are
just starting out, we all have one thing
in common - the dollars in your pocket
at the end of the day matter. When my
son was eight and in the dilemma of
choosing his 4-H steer, he came out
with a profound piece of wisdom that I
think, as cattlemen, we can all do
business by, “The more they weigh,
the more they pay.” There you have it,
pounds make you profit, and Charolais
give you pounds.

DU CHAMP, CONT. FROM PAGE 10

augmenté aux dépens de plus longs
temps d'alimentation et de plus
grosses carcasses. Génétiquement
vous pouvez avoir des carcasses plus
maigres et encore avoir le marbrant,
12

et la prime pour de plus hauts bétail
de rendement va être supérieure à la
prime de marbrer.
Si vous avez besoin de l'aide à
trouver des taureaux ce printemps,
Charolais Connection • February 2013

Craig Scott ou moi-même pouvons
vous aider.
À la prochaine,
Helge
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40 Years
Selecting for

82X – Extra age to cover extra females in this
extra long Full French bull

201Z – Polled, Full French son of Martel
Definite Herdsire Prospect

• Calving Ease
• Quiet
Disposition
• Meat
• Structural
Soundness

He Sells!

180Y – Trouble free, correct with smoothness

Maple Leaf Pinay 8136U
Minus birth weight EPD, calving ease bull. Sire of many in the sale

MAPLE LEAF
CHAROLAIS

106Y – You want added top and thickness?
Here’s the Beef!

George Stewart 780-352-4817
Tom & Carey Stewart 780-352-5902
RR 1, Falun, AB T0C 1H0
mapleleafchar@xplornet.com
Raising Full French since 1966

Sale Manager

Helge & Candace By
306-584-7937
Helge 306-536-4261
Candace 306-536-3374
charolaisbanner@gmail.com

Contact us for more information or a catalogue
Catalogue will be available at www.bylivestock.com
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HERD HEALTH

Resurgence of Lumpy Jaw and
Wooden Tongue
Roy Lewis, DVM

With the
keeping of much older cows because
of longevity and fertility, conditions
such as wooden tongue and lumpy
jaw are increasing in frequency.
Contrary to popular belief success
rates on the treatment of these
conditions are very high if caught
early enough. This article will review
clinical signs, treatments and
outcomes. Most cows or bulls can be
cured and go on to productive lives.
True lumpy jaw is caused by the
bacteria Actinomycosis, and gains
access to the mouth and jaw area
through abrasions or ulcers caused
by teeth laceration from feed, or
irritation from barley beards and
grass awns. Older cows and bulls, as
their teeth get sharp points, are more
commonly the ones affected. Once
the bacteria gain entry in this area a
large swelling will develop over the
maxilla (upper) or mandible (lower)
jaw. More commonly the mandible is
the one affected and the swelling is
rock hard because the bone is
involved. The jaw bone eventually
looks like a honeycomb with multiple
pockets of infection present.
These pockets will often drain, heal
over and a new area start to drain if
left long enough. The fluid looks
granular and has a straw color to it.
This fluid is full of the actinomycosis
bacteria and is infectious to other
cattle in your herd. If producers leave
one case too long they are often
blessed with more cases in
subsequent years. We must as
veterinarians be alerted to these cases
early so the infection can be treated
and stopped before spreading occurs.
If left too long, the porous bone

deforms the jaw to the point where
the teeth don’t line up and
mastication becomes difficult. The
end result is severe weight loss
essentially from starvation.
Treatment involves antibiotics (I
personally find tetracycline’s
effective) together with sodium
iodide intravenously. Sodium iodide
acts as a carrier to get the antibiotic to
the site of the problem and is a very
necessary part of the treatment. It is
extremely irritating to tissue so it is
imperative it be administered
intravenously. It carries a warning on
the label it can cause abortions but
this is only in a very low percentage
of cases so is definitely worth the
risk. If cows are heavily pregnant I
may wait till they calve before having
your veterinarian treat them.
Success of treatment is very high, a
few need to be retreated. One must
remember the damage to the bone is
permanent so the swelling will not go
away. Keep an eye for an increase in
size of the swelling indicating the
infection has not been cleared. The
quicker we treat the higher the
success rate and the prevention of the
drainage which is infectious to the
herd mates. If stopped before
deviation to the jaw there is no
reason not to retain the cow or bull in
the herd. The swelling will only be a
blemish at this stage.
Your veterinarian may use a mouth
gag to differentiate lumpy jaw from a
simple abscess or broken jaw both of
which require a different treatment.
Wooden tongue (actinobacillosis) is
caused by the bacteria actinobacillosis
lignieresi, very similar to lumpy jaw

FOR SALE
10 Purebred Charolais Heifers
bred Red Angus – will preg check
LITTLE VALLEY VIEW RANCH
Warren Henderson
Forestburg, AB 1-780-582-2254
16
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and the treatment is identical.
Clinically there will be profuse
salivation and the tongue will often
protrude from the mouth. Again your
veterinarian will often use a mouth
gag to fully examine the entire mouth
and rule out a lacerated tongue,
choke foreign object or a broken jaw
all of which cause salivation and
swelling. We as vets always have
rabies in the back of our minds when
salivation occurs. With wooden
tongue a hard woody feel is present
over especially the back of the
tongue. This makes eating and
drinking very difficult so the weight
loss is very dramatic. Swelling is
often evident below the jaw and
accompanies the weight loss.
With often one treatment success is
very high, with the accompanying
weight gain and return to normal
function.
Both these conditions offer a very
high chance of success if treated
early. Antibiotics alone don’t cut it,
but in combination with the sodium
iodide when the diagnosis is right
most cows or bulls will go on to be
productive in your herds for many
years to come. Remember the
swelling with the lumpy jaw will be a
permanent fixture and a blemish
when the animal is sold but that is
all. Individual treatment is definitely
worth it in these cases. I personally
have not known of one case of
wooden tongue that did not turn
around. With the value of individual
cows these days, especially purebreds,
these cases are definitely worth
treating and generally you should be
more than happy with the results.

PRO-CHAR CHAROLAIS
2ND ANNUAL BULL SALE
Sunday, February 24, 2013 • 1:30 P.M. • At the Farm, Glenevis, AB
Guest consignors – Johnson Charolais 780-674-5957 and Triangle Stock Farm 780-968-2354

Offering:

PROK 6Z • Captain Morgan x Impair

PROK 21Z • Marshall x Maxim

PROK 43Z • Mag x Mongo

PROK 47Z • Marshall x Red Rock

PROK 48Z • Mag x Triple Play

PROK 57Z • Frenchie x Guage

HRJ 17Y • Red Hot x Rockette

TSF Matrix 8Z

35 Yearlings
2 Long Yearlings
1 Two Year Old
12 Simmental
Yearlings

David & Kristina Prokuda
Box 275, Glenevis, AB T0E 0X0

T: 780.665.3450 • C: 780.932.1654
E: prochar@xplornet.ca • www.prochar.ca

Contact us for a catalogue or view the catalogue online at www.prochar.ca
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CANADIAN CHAROLAIS YOUTH ASSOCIATION NEWS

2013 Winter Meeting
Travis Jozwiak, Director

The annual
winter meeting for
the National Board
members of the Canadian Charolais
Youth Association finished up on the
afternoon of January the fifth. The
National Board holds an annual
winter meeting and finds it a very
productive and important way to
keep the Canadian Charolais Youth
Association running each year.
Many decisions were made in
regards to programs the CCYA
provides to its members, including
changes to the judging format at the
Conference as well as changes to
the Genetics Program.
Judging Change for Conference 2013
Senior and Intermediates at the
summer Conference in Shelburne,
Ontario, will now be required to do

oral presentations for all judging
classes and will not hand in written
reasons. For junior members,
everything will remain the same as
other years.
Genetics Program
The 2013 Genetics Program will
now feature some newer more
popular bulls for juniors to pick from.
With a more up-to-date and more
desirable list of semen, the National
Board hopes to generate more
interest in the program which is free
for all members to utilize.
Newsletter Format Change
The National Board also decided to
change the bi-annual newsletter to a
digital format. The Board feels this is
a better format for everyone because
it can be viewed on any device and
reduces our paper usage.

CCYA on facebook and twitter
In an effort to become more
modern and tech savvy the National
Board has created a Facebook page as
well as a Twitter account. Like us on
Facebook by searching CCYA and
follow us on twitter @charolaisyouth.
Join us on these pages to stay up-todate with everything that is
happening in regards to the National
Board as well as the CCYA in general.
Once again the CCYA National
Board had a very productive winter
meeting that saw changes to many
programs. As always, check our
website (youth.charolais.com) for the
latest program info. We hope to see
everyone out at the CCYA
Conference and Show in Shelburne,
Ontario, this summer!
CCYA National Board
charolaisyouth@gmail.com
President: Kirstin Sparrow
kp.sparrow@hotmail.com
Vice-President:
Luke Marshall
futureal@telusplanet.net
Treasurer: Sarah Weinbender
sarah.weinbender@gmail.com
Secretary: Tomina Jackson
tomi_j_@hotmail.com
Director: Michael Hunter
mike_hunter40@hotmail.com
Director: Travis Jozwiak
jozwiak@telus.net
Director: Holly Smith
holly27smith@gmail.com
Director: Courtney Black
blackbern@hotmail.com
CCYA 2013 Conference ExecutiveCo-ordinator:
Billie Jo Saunders
dbjsaunders@gmail.com
Co-Chair: Holly Smith holly27smith@gmail.com
Co-Chair: Randi Aldcorn randi.aldcorn@yahoo.ca
Secretary: Courtney Black
petunia-101@hotamil.com
Treasurer: Emily Bromley ebromley@uoguelph.ca
CCYA Provincial Advisors
SK: Darwin Rosso
306-693-2384
ON: Brad Buchanan
705-534-0137
MB: Donna Jackson
204-564-2547
AB: Kasey & Arlana Phillips 780-358-2359
Youth Coordinator:
Brandon Sparrow
b.sparrow265@gmail.com
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On OFFeR:

RGP Rocketfeller 14Z • The length and
style to be a great herdbull out of our
proven Rhapsody bull Merit 8789U
EPD in the top 1% for WW & YW

9 Two-Year-Old &
29 Yearling
Charolais Bulls
29 Black Angus
Yearling Bulls
14 Red Angus
Yearling Bulls

HVA Predictable 510Z • Another
Rhapsody son who is 3rd Gen Polled &
has hip, length and correctness

9 Open Angus
Heifers
From hard working
operations that make their
living in Agriculture
RGP Polka Party 100Z • Style, correctness,
hair and out of a 1st calf heifer

Call us for more
information or
a catalogue

RGP Corporal 1100Z • 3rd Gen Polled
herdsire prospect out of HTA Countdown
9103W

View the catalogue and
video online at
www.bylivestock.com

nRA Pioneer 34Z • From our show
string, this SAV Pioneer son is in the top
1% for milk.

Red nRA Arson 118Z • Breeders have a
look at this Red SSS Arson 85U son with
performance and correctness
Sale Manager

NielsoN

laNd & Cattle Co.
Box 17, Bladworth, SK S0G 0J0
Bob & Monette Palmer T 306-567-5460
Velon & Leah Herback T 306-567-5545
C 306-567-7033 • l.herback@sasktel.net

124 Shannon Road, Regina, SK S4S 5B1
T 306-584-7937 • Helge 306-536-4261
Candace 306-536-3374
charolaisbanner@gmail.com
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Larry & Laurie Nielson • Box 357, Craik, SK S0G 0V0
T 306-734-5145 • Cell 306-567-7493
nielson@xplornet.ca
Brendon & Jenna Ehrhardt • T 306-734-2750
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PROFILE – TRACEBACK

A

s technologies come along, it
isn’t easy to keep up. Most of
us have learned bits and pieces of the
applications available from the
products we already own. Learning
their entire capabilities just isn’t a
priority, we know what we need to
know, to do what we need to do.
Here is a technology that uses two
systems most of us already own, to
make our life easier and more efficient –
a smart phone and a computer.
TraceBack is a data management
program that assists producers with
simple data capture methods and
decision making support. It was
originally developed to assist
veterinary services for commercial
producers, but has evolved beyond
all vet services to a data management
system for many facets of the cattle
industry.
Dr. Troy Drake, Kathyrn, Alberta,
found there were many programs on
the market that did specific things,
20

Candace By

but none tied them all together in one
user friendly package. Working with
his clients through his veterinary
practice made the need for such a
system apparent. Through need comes
invention, and the development of
this program is no exception.



One of the key elements
of this online animal
tracking system is its
entirely web based form.



There is no program to buy, meaning
there will be no need to purchase
updates down the road. Improvements
to the system are ongoing and will
automatically be available to each user
everytime they work in the system.
Gone are the days of writing it
down, then spending the time later
Charolais Connection • February 2013

sitting at a desk attempting to read
what you wrote, possibly months
before, while entering it in a
computer. This time consuming step
has been eliminated.
Currently their clients are 80%
commercial and 20% purebred.
Age verification information can be
shared directly to the CCIA
eliminating a duplication of data entry.
For purebred breeders, the
painstaking need to enter data in two
places is also eliminated. It isn’t
going to replace a breed registry
program, but the information can be
aligned to assist
producers and
the association to
get what they
need with only
one entry.
Inventory
reconciliation is
a key part to
Dr. Troy Drake
management. If
continued on page22

Js Black ice 23Y
HEJ Midnight Son 48U x JS Hansom 114M
BW -1.4 WW 39 YW 71 TM 33

Js Red smoke 21Y
TR Red Smoke x Sparrows Sanchez 715T
BW -1.9 WW 29 YW 67 TM 36

Js Yukon Gold 19Y
JWX Back Draft 32U x JS Hansom 114M
BW 5.9 WW 58 YW 107 TM 46

Js Hatfield 4Z
HTA Tuff Enuff 947W x Sparrows Anticipation 748T
BW .4 WW 43 YW 78 TM 44

90 Bulls sell
• Charolais • Red & Black Angus

Thanks to all who
supported us in 2012
View the catalogue online at
www.livestock.ab.ca
and www.charolaisbanner.com

Jackie sproule
Box 1180, Pincher creek, aB t0k 1W0

tel 403-627-2764
cell 403-627-6662
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you are tracking the number of
the calves, like weaning weight ADG,
treatments over a period of years, the postweaning ADG, carcass weight
numbers mean nothing if they are not ADG and cow calving intervals, to
accurately compared to the total
name a few. It averages all of the
number
years and gives a
of animals.
ranking for each cow
Most clients enter
Traditionally,
in the herd for each
cattlemen have
trait. This is a
their calving data through comparison only
worked on
their smart phone and within the producer’s
approximate
inventory
herd and does not
it is live, so there is no compare
numbers. By
herds,
transfer or sync process. which of course is
being able to
adjust inventory
just not possible
through your
due to varying
phone when doing chores or
management practices.
checking cows, your records are
Cows are scored in categories of
always current.
Platinum, Gold, Silver, Bronze and
A surprise benefit from this has
Standard. Using this information for
developed as banks require
selecting replacements can alter the
accountability of numbers,
decision making. By scanning heifer
managements, etc. The system
calves when they come in the chute,
actually provides an inventory report you know if the heifer comes from a
for banks that can be submitted
Platinum cow or a Standard cow.
monthly. It can provide a staged
Based on a 200 cow herd, that wants
report showing the numbers of
to keep 50 replacement heifers, it is
weaned bulls, weaned heifers,
suggested they sort off 60 of the
unweaned calves, bred females,
highest ranking heifers in the herd.
herdbulls, etc.
When this is done based on the data,
producers should then go through
Daily reports are also available for
them and select visually for
the producer to use as he proceeds
conformation, disposition, etc.
through calving season.
Breeding group selection can also
Reports on individual animals are
change. If you have a group of cows
available to assist the producer in
managements decisions. Cow reports that were Bronze or Standard because
they have produced lighter muscled
provide progeny history and data on
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calves, the decision can be made to
breed them to the heavier muscled
bull in the battery to improve their
production in the herd.
It should be noted the ranking
of cows is gender adjusted for
steers and heifers to make it fair for
cow comparison.
The system does not only assist in
management of the cow herd, but
also assists by providing sire group
information based on production.
Progeny are matched back to their
sire allowing comparison and
ranking of each sire in the herd based
on production from the data
collected. Trait profiles on sires can
then be used in future breeding
group management decisions.
continued on page 24



Carcass information can
be tracked through the
CCIA number and
information can
automatically be imported
back to the producer
program linking it to the
appropriate animal.
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Rolling Cow Report
Report Generated 6/14/2012
Carcass Wt
Cow Wt
CWPDA
Fat Thickness
FWPDA
REA
Wean Ratio
Wean Wt
WPDA

Marbling Score
Lean Yield
Calf Interval
Tx PreW
TxPostW
ADG
AIDTS
Birth Wt
Carcass Premium
Carcass Value
-50

-40

-30

-20

-10

0

10

20

30

40

50

Percentile Difference from Median

Cow:

4SO

Calves:

c0 4 Y

c0 4 X

c0 4 W

c0 4 U

Calf-F
4/25/2011
380
10/28/2011

Calf-M
4/10/2010
386
10/26/2010
65

Calf-M
3/20/2009
398
10/4/2009
80

Calf-M
2/16/2008

206 [49]
0 [0]
621 [21]
621
3.02 [12]
3.02
45.00% [15]
45.00%

186
0
580
580
3.12
3.12

199
0
575
575
2.89
2.89

196
0
635
635
3.21
3.21
45.00%
45.00%

242
0
695
695
2.87
2.87

1 [10]
204 [34]
3.45 [30]
2.97 [45]
1.0 [18]

0
161
3.42
2.66
1.2

0
226
3.42
3.14
0.9

0
220
3.42
3.28
1.0

1
189
3.52
2.81
1.0

410.25 [37]
0.27 [64]
12.58 [22]
739.25 [22]
1.80 [27]
444.50 [24]
AAA
1
3.00 [27]
59.36
0.10 [4]

367.00
0.36
12.00
636.40
1.73
452.00
CA-AAA
2
2.89
60.63
0.08

425.00
0.24
12.60
770.80
1.81
496.00
CA-AAA
1
3.02
62.31
0.13

418.00
0.24
14.30
814.60
1.95
417.00
AAA
1
3.25
59.50
0.10

431.00
0.24
11.40
735.20
1.71
413.00
AAA
1
2.64

Herd Classification: Gold Plus 89
Cow Dam: 52 P O
Location Jerene F
Cow Weight
Calving Interval
Weight Date
Birth Weight
Weaning Info
Wean Age
Tx PreW
Wean Wt
G-Adj Wean Wt
Wean ADG
G-Adj Wean ADG
Calf Wean Ratio
G-Adj Wean Ratio
Feedlot Info
Tx PostW
Total Days on Feed
Interim Fdlt ADG
Final Fdlt ADG
Wean:Feed Ratio
Carcass Info
Aid
Fat Thickness (in.)
Rib Eye Area (sq in.)
Carcass Weight
Carc-ADG
Marbling Score
Quality Grade
Yield Grade
Live-ADG
LMY%
60.45[7]
Carcass Premium/
Discount ($/lb)

1410 [33]
388 [42]
10/1/2009
77 [13]

Sire:
Gender
DOB

10/15/2008
85

0.10

©2012 Cow/Calf Health Management Services. All Rights Reserved.
continued on page 26
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Feedlots can provide
data of ADG, etc., which
can be linked right back
to the calf and cow of
the producer. Carcass
data is also included in a
producer’s records.



This is a great asset to the
commercial producer. Often bulls are
retained until they fail a semen test or
hurt themselves. With the
management reports readily available
it is easy to cull the bulls that are not
producing and replace them with
bulls that posses the traits required to
increase the profits of the program.
For producers that run multi sires
within one pasture, the answers are
still available. It is recommended that
producers do a SNP (single
nucleotide polymorphism) profile on
their young herdbulls. This provides
valuable information to the producer.
It is also important as it makes
parentage verifying calves much
more economical. If you have a
complete panel done on the
herdsires, the calves will require
fewer snips to parentage verify and
will keep the cost down. For
producers that do not run multi-sire
pastures, this is one cost that can
be eliminated.
Producers have also gained
information on the serving capacity
of their bull battery. Some bulls will
serve more cows year after year, in
comparison to other bulls in the
program. This is directly related to
fertility and can affect the future
fertility in replacement females. It
provides a management opportunity
to eliminate possibly unfertile cattle
from the future of the program.
Even if commercial producers are
not recording birth weights or
calving ease information, death loss
in under two weeks of age is usually
an indication of calving difficulty.
This too, is included in a sire’s profile
26

and can assist in increasing
production in the future.
Carcass data is also traced back to
the sire, as are replacements kept by
each sire.
Each herdsire is given a Sire Value
Added $$, over and above the mean
of the herd. It tells the producers
what value the bull is adding to the
herd. Bulls are ranked as HMB
(heavy muscled bulls), CEB (calving
ease bulls) and QGB (quality grade
bulls). In the future this information
can be used to match bulls with cows
for breeding.

The entire system allows the
producer to enhance his management
decisions based on science and data.
It all comes in an extremely easy and
user friendly package.
TraceBack encourages retained
ownership of calves throughout the
system. They facilitate a partnership
program to assist with investment,
feeding and marketing of all calves
enrolled in their program.
It started with a couple of guys
buying a minimum of 10% of a
producer’s calves, up to 75%;
dependiing on the financial situation
of the client.
It’s been fairly successful and they
now have seedstock producers
Charolais Connection • February 2013



Purebred breeders can
get data back on the
progeny of the herdbulls
they sell.



participating that sell bulls to the
clients and wish to invest in the
calves as share owners.
As it became popular, grain
farmers and other sectors that needed
to defer tax could buy a percentage
instead of a pen share at a feedlot.
Often dealing with people they knew.
Some smaller feedlots used to feed
these cattle and sometimes want in
as well.
So in the end it all comes down to
cost and as it turns out, it isn’t as
high as one might think. The cost
schedule is based on three levels of
the program: Silver, Gold and
Platinum. The Silver level provides
the main program, smart phone app,
capture of all records, treatments,
movements, sales, bull evaluations
and access to the retained ownership
program. Most producers start at this
level and as they learn about
the information available and
advantages of more, consider
the move to the next phase.
Gold provides the CCIA links, a
detailed feeding module and breed
association links.
The Platinum level offers custom
protocols for health treatments and
more indepth customized
information based on the producers
requirements.
With the margins in the livestock
industry so volatile knowing more
about how your cattle can become
more profitable is important. The
TraceBack system allows all segments
of the industry to share information
and improve the quality of the
end product.
For information about TraceBack,
contact:
Dr. Troy Drake, BSc. Ag., D.V.M.
troy@cowcalfhealth.com
403-935-4855
Or you can check out his website at
ww.cowcalfhealth.com.

ON OFFER: 60 CHAROLAIS BULLS
45 PUREBRED YEARLINGS • 15 FULL FRENCH INFLUENCED TWO-YEAR-OLDS • 6 YEARLING SHORTHORN

BLC MISSION 86Z
Double Red Double Polled herdsire Prospect
Member of champion pen of three, Alberta Select Bull Show
Born: Feb 26/2012 • BW 98lbs

BLC FITZ 71Z
MANCHEE son with tremendous hip and quarter
Show steer sire alert here
Born: Feb 8/2012 • BW 96 lbs

BLC GREY GOOSE 48Z
POLLED SENATOR X PJB BOBBY herdsire prospect
Outcross pedigree with performance and eye appeal
Born: Jan 23/2012 • BW 90lbs

MOHICAN SONS
CHAMPION PEN OF THREE, Alberta Select Bull Show, Red Deer
Red polled MOHICAN sons they all sell
Tremendous disposition and performance

BUFFALO LAKE CHAROLAIS

WILKIE RANCH

Lyle & Wendy Bignell

Don & Wanda Wilkie

403-742-6792 cell 403-740-4968
lylebignell@hotmail.com

403-876-2596 cell 403-740-5727
wwilkie@telus.net
Clint & Erin Wilkie 403-876-2548 cell 403-740-5794
Casey Wilkie 403-876-2138 cell 403-741-5799

Kendall & Shirley Bignell

403-742-4709 cell 403-742-9608

Please feel free to visit and look at the bulls on the farm anytime. See you sale day.
Charolais Connection • February 2013
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NEWS

Grand Moffat Herdbuilder Award Winners

L-R: Rachel Howatt, Jared Preston, Kolton McIntosh

Jared Preston, a 17 year old from Ste. Rose du Lac,
Kolton McIntosh, a 17 year old from Eriksdale and Rachel
Howatt, a 15 year old from Manitou, were the 2012
recipients of the Grant Moffat Herdbuilder Award.
Each of the three youth was awarded up to $2,000
toward the purchase of a heifer calf selected from a
Manitoba purebred sale.
Jared Preston purchased a Charolais heifer, Kolton
McIntosh a Simmental heifer and Rachel Howatt a Red
Angus heifer.
Grant Moffat, Holmsyde Charolais, Forrest, went

MYHRE LAND & CATTLE is proud to consign
8 COMING TWO YR OLD VIRGIN CHAROLAIS BULLS
to DENBIE RANCH & GUESTS BULL SALE
FEB.16, 2013, Ste Rose Auction Mart, Ste Rose, MB
After 11 years of producing bulls for our own
500 cow commercial herd we will offer our bulls
for auction for the first time.

missing in August, 2006. The funds generously donated
by cattlemen, friends and relatives across the country
were offered as a reward for tips leading to his
whereabouts. After a year, a committee handling the
funds made a decision to channel the money to
Manitoba youth for the purpose of starting their own
purebred herd.
More funds were raised at auctions during a couple of
Manitoba Beef Producer’s Annual Meetings 2010 & 2011
making it possible to continue this worthwhile cause in
his memory.
Grant invested a lot of energy in actively helping youth
get started in the business and this seemed the most
fitting way to utilize the funds. Over 20 applicants
submitted essays, making the selection exceptionally
difficult. The participants were evaluated on desire, need
and previous expression of interest in the industry.
The Grant Moffat Herdbuilder Awards will be
presented again in 2013, with the application deadline
being September 1st. For application and donation
information, visit www.grantmoffat.com.

www.charolaisbanner.com

24/7
HANS & MARY MYHRE
T: 204-638-5664
C: 204-648-6416
hans@myhrefarm.com
myhrelandandcattle.com
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All the Charolais news…
All the time…
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Selling:
55 yearling BullS
1 HerdSire
All are polled

BUY FROM A PROVEN
PERFORMANCE PROGRAM
We provide Birth Weights, Adjusted Weaning and Yearling Weights,
A.D.G. on feed... plus EPD’s (check our EPD’s against the breed averages!)
Pleasant Dawn performance bulls will give you more pounds,
more dollars and more profit! Remember…you still get paid
for your calves by the pound!
Our family has been supplying quality herdbulls to the beef industry for
over 30 years. Our selection goals are geared to get you the best bull
possible for your program.

WE STRESS:

RKJ 53Z

• CALVING EASE • MATERNAL STRENGTH
• STRUCTURAL SOUNDNESS • PERFORMANCE

PD Max 70S x Diamond W Redvar 78U
1.3 56 98 22.2 50 • BW 100, 205 DW 923 • Creep fed

Our goal... Customer Satisfaction

TLJ 14W
RKJ 40Z
LT Western Edge 4057 x PD Sureshot 49D
.3 50 109 27.3 52 • BW 98, 205 DW 836
Proven herdsire with sons in the sale • Pleasant Dawn Razor’s dam is a
16 year old cow that has calved unassisted every year and is a
gold star dam. She’s a dream cow!

RKJ 38Z
PD Max 70S x HEJ Magnum 26R
-1.2 48 87 21.2 45 • BW 88, 205 DW 730

32

PD Razor 14W x JDJ Smokester J1377
.9 47 92 27.1 51 • BW 102, 205 DW 784
Many brothers and sire sells

RKJ 75Z
Merit Roundup 9508W X HEJ Magnum 26R
0 50 90 26.4 51 • BW 97, 205 DW 693

Charolais Connection • February 2013

TLJ 108Z
PD Max 70S X PD Hydro 713R
2.4 52 95 18.1 44 • BW 106, 205 DW 760

TLJ 630Z

RKJ 216Z

HBSF Extra 2X x PD Marshall 70P
1.7 59 101 16.5 46 • BW 98, 205 DW 836

RKJ 65Z

Merit Roundup 9508W X PD Magnum 26T
.7 59 110 25.2 55 • BW 97, 205 DW 729

PD Max 70S X Diamond W Redvar 78U
.5 46 86 22.2 45 • BW 94, 205 DW 779

TLJ 852Z
PD Max 70S x PD Rio 26P
-.8 44 89 21.6 44 • BW 95, 205 DW 702
TLJ 789Z
PD Spawn 765W x PD Excel 403H
-.4 40 83 29.4 49 • BW 93, 205 DW 836 • Creep fed • 2nd in class at Agribition

RKJ 43Z
Merit Roundup 9508W x PD Max 70S
-2.6 50 99 22.3 48 • BW 79, 205 DW 745

Our yearling bulls are fed a growing ration to
insure their healthy development while
maintaining sound feet and legs.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

TLJ 132Z

Bulls can be kept until May 1 at no charge

PD Max 70S x CAD Triple Play 44P
.5 48 90 21.3 46 • BW 109, 205 DW 736

View catalogue at www.pleasantdawn.com
Call today for a catalogue or for more information:

Pleasant dawn Farms

Sale Manager:

Tully, Arlene, Trent & Ashley, & Kevin Hatch
Box 40, Oak Lake, Man R0M 1P0
Tully Ph/fax: 204-855-2402 Cell 204-748-7595
Trent 204-855-3078 Cell 204-721-3078
tahatch@rfnow.com
Charolais Connection • February 2013

Helge and Candace By
124 Shannon Road
Regina, SK S4S 5B1
Ph: 306-584-7937
Helge Cell: 306-536-4261
charolaisbanner@gmail.com
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On Oﬀer

• 15 yearling red angus Bulls • 1 charolais herdsire
• 39 yearling charolais Bulls • 20 Tan charcross Open heifers
• Sound

Genetics
• Ultrasound
Data
McTavish PandeMOniuM 61Z • 3rd gen Pld
Merit 9874W x KBK Dillinger 13L
BW 104, Adj 205 928, Adj 365 1475 • BW 2.2 WW 47 YW 92 M 25.6 TM 49

McTavish Brigade 73Z
Merit 9874W x KBK Dillinger 13L
BW 102, Adj 205 862, Adj 365 1473 • BW 1.2 WW 41 YW 85 M 23.3 TM 44

McTavish BradOck 41Z • 3rd gen Pld
McTavish gunner 36Z • 4Th gen Pld
Merit 9874W x McTavish Silverado 74H
Rolling D Design 730T x Gilliland Diago 7R
BW 107 , Adj 205 861, Adj 365 1437 • BW 2.4 WW 54 YW 105 M 22.3 TM 50 BW 104, Adj 205 745, Adj 365 1369 • BW 3.3 WW 48 YW 92 M 20.7 TM 45

• Will keep

unitl June 1
red McTavish Paycheck 24Z
Red JJL Paycheck 15W x Red Chopper K Ozzi 109T
BW 95, Adj 205 754, Adj 365 1328 • BW 3 WW 55 YW 80 M 14 TM 41
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red McTavish OZZie 21Z
Red Chopper K Ozzi 109T x Red Chopper K Rebl 29K
BW 91, Adj 205 667, Adj 365 1191 • BW 1.2 WW 48 YW 63 M 15 TM 39
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McTavish Tuff 113Z • 3rd gen Pld
Merit Roundup 9508W x Pleasant Dawn Magnum 56T
BW 98, Adj 205 773, Adj 365 1413
BW .4 WW 50 YW 95 M 26.8 TM 52

McTavish aMigO 79Z
Scarth Red Adair 333U x Gilliland Diago 7R
BW 92, Adj 205 676, Adj 365 1324
BW 0.6 WW 30.9 YW 66.9 M 20.5 TM 37.6

McTavish MOsT WanTed 11Z • 4Th gen Pld
Gilliland Diago 7R x McTavish Silverado 74H
BW 107, Adj 205 880, Adj 365 1245
BW 3.4 WW 51 YW 102 M 19 TM 44

See the catalogue online at www.mctavishcharolais.com or to receive a catalogue contact us.

Charla Moore FarMs’ ConsignMents
Three of the 6 Polled Yearlings on offer in the McTavish Bull Sale

DAM 1Z • Double Polled
BW 90 unassist, 205 DW 736
BW 2.5 WW 41.7 YW 83.6 M 23 TM 43.9
Bar J Bentley x Harvie Crystal D Trigger
This long-bodied, big-hipped, Bentley son is
out of a first calf hefier.

DAM 26Z • Double Polled
BW 93 unassist, 205 DW 671
BW 1.4 WW 4E YW 75 M 22.9 TM 44
Harvie Ontime x JWX Revolution 547R
26Z is smooth made, deep bodied, with
a great hair coat.

Charla Moore
FarMs

Dam 61Z • Double Polled
BW 93 unassist, 205 DW 771
BW 2.1 WW 45 YW 85 M 24.6 TM 47
Harvie Ontime x Charla Moore Smooth 17S
61Z is a long bodied, thick haired, powerful,
performance bull.

Box 116, Redvers, SK S0C 2H0

Doug & Sharon Moore 306-452-3708
Jordan Moore 306-452-8454

Charolais Connection • February 2013
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Success

Above left: SVY MLC Starstruck 204Z was named Champion Female at the 2012 Farmfair Legends of the Fall at Edmonton Fall Fair, and was
also named Stockade Lady at the Lloydminster Stockade jackpot heifer show in the fall.She is sired by TR Mr Fire Water 5792R ET and was
shown by Serhienko/Voegeli Cattle Co., Maymont, SK and Michelson Land and Livestock, Lipton,SK. Above right: SVY ON STAR PLD 222Z
(sired by JDJ Smokester J1377P ET) was champion over all breeds in the King of the Ring bull calf show at Lloydminster Stockade, also shown
by Serhienko/Voegeli Cattle Co.

SVY STARSTRUCK 8X, sired by
SVY Invincible Pld 748T and her
TR Mr Firewater 5792R heifer
calf exhibited by
Serhienko/Voegeli Cattle Co.,
Maymont; Michelson Land &
Cattle, Lipton; McAvoy
Charolais, Arelee & Medonte
Charolais, Hillsdale, ON was
selected Supreme Champion
Female in the RBC Beef
Supreme Challenge at
Canadian Western Agribition,
November 24
Charolais experienced a grand slam winners at the Dauphin (MB) and District 4-H Beef Show & Sale,
held June 28 & 29, 2012, as judged by Autumn and Carmen Jackson, Inglis.

Reserve Champion Steer was raised
by Bryce Beyak, of Winnipegosis.
His white steer weighed 1290 lb.
and was purchased by Reit-Syd
Equipment at $2.60/lb.
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Grand Champion Heifer was
raised by Tyler Wilkinson,
of Eddystone.

Grand Champion Steer was raised by
Devon Fox, of Eddystone. His steer
weighed 1213 lb. and was purchased
by Justamere Ranch at $3.10/lb.
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Reserve Champion Heifer
was raised by Jared Preston,
of Rorketon.

The first annual Princess of the Marsh Jackpot Heifer Calf Show was held September 29th on the N7 Cattle Ranch, Douglas, MB. A three panel
judging team selected Tri-N Montana 156Z, in this multi-breed futurity show, over 47 entries as Princess of the Marsh. The Curtis Wallace sired
Charolais heifer is owned by Tri-N Charolais of Lenore. A portion of the jackpot proceeds will go to the Manitoba Roundup Show held
annually in Neepawa in support of Manitoba youth involved in beef production.

Emily Potter of Potter Charolais, Earlton, ON
captured Grand Champion Beef animal
with BPL YOOHOOICANMAKEUFAMOUS
22Y (Havana X Bluegrass) at the
northeastern Ontario Regional Beef
4-H achievement day at the New Liskeard
Fall Fair, September 15th.

Terinda Holopina won Grand Champion Steer at
Rivers (MB) 4-H Regional Show. He weighed
1431 lb. and was purchased by Redfern Farm Service
for $1.85/lb.

Megan McLeod, Cochrane showed CML Pld Ginny 1X by
Sparrows Sanchez 715T with her bull calf CML Aces Wild 1Z by
KCM Prowler 2X to the Supreme Championship of the 2012
Farm Fair International Junior Show, November 10th,Edmonton,
AB. Megan has captured this honour two years in a row.

Jamie Lea Wade, of All Girl Acres,
Kawartha Lakes, Ontario, exhibited the
Supreme Female at the 4-H Five County
Show AGA YUMMY GIRL 67Y, sired by
JDJ Smokester. The show was judged by
Brad Buchanan and there were 81 entries.

Supreme Champion Pen of Bulls at Saskatoon Fall Fair was exhibited by
Horseshoe E Charolais, Kenaston, Saskatchewan. LAE Skyfall 258Z,
LAE Magic Dragon 233Z and LAE Landalot 225Z were all sired by
Sparrows Landmark 963W.
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LEGL TUNED 88Y

LEGL DIABLO 22Y

Sire: DBAR TOTALLY TUNED 913W
MGS: NCLB FREE-WAY 521R

Sire: LLW DIABLO PLD 15U
MGS: LLW MAGNUM PLD 42R

LEGL SILVER 103Y

LEGL MAJOR 97Y

Sire: FOOTPRINTS SIR 924W
MGS: LLW SAFE BET PLD 138J

Sire: LLW MAJOR PLD 100T
MGS: MSW CRAVEN RED 29M

LEGL MAJOR 64Y

LEGL FREEWAY 20Y

LEGL CRAVEN 56Y

Sire: LLW MAJOR PLD 100T
MGS: MSW CRAVEN RED 29M

Sire: NCLB FREE-WAY 521R
MGS: BKJ BUCKAROO 836H

Sire: MSW CRAVEN RED 29M
MGS: SFL KICK OFF 25K

consort, ab
lawrence & debbie
t 403.575.2214 c 403.575.0214
ron & connie
t 403.575.2183 c 403.575.4183
40

One Of
the largest
selectiOns Of
red factOr
bulls
available!
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These ranch raised bulls
are selected to work in any
enviornment on all types
of cows. These programs
have been tried and tested
on our own commercial
cow herds to help
optimize your success.

esther, ab
travis & nichole foot
t 403.664.3167
c 403.664.0961

• red factor
• Polled
• french influence
• ePd
• Performance data
• free delivery
• free board until
april 15th

FOOTPRINT SIR 1Z

FOOTPRINT SIR 6Z

Sire: SVY SILVERSMITH PLD 903W
MGS: PCC NAVIGATOR 403P

Sire: CSS SIR GRIDMAKER 2W
MGS: MIDWAY RED REFLECTION 66J

FOOTPRINT SIR 7Z

FOOTPRINT SIR 18Z

Sire: CSS SIR GRIDMAKER 2W
MGS: RPJ EVEREADY 403D

Sire: PCC SUDDEN IMPACT 848U
MGS: BELMONT'S SONAR 3N

FOOTPRINT SIR 234Z

FOOTPRINT SIR 229Z

FOOTPRING SIR 236Z

Sire: SVY DELIVERANCE PLD 401P
MGS: BAR 7 EASY CANADIEN 14C

SIRE: FAW SWAGGER 57W
MGS: CAVE GENK DES FLASH 82W

SIRE: DYV SVY WARRIOR 2W
MGS: BKJ BUCKAROO 836H

Call letniaks charolais
or footprint farms to receive a
catalogue, or view it online at

www.charolaisbanner.com
or www.drylandcattle.com
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MANAGEMENT

NEWS

Winter Grazing –
Environmental
Implication

Canadian
Western
Agribition
Commercial
Highlights

Patrick Mooleki, PhD, PAg, Soil/Nutrient Management Specialist, Agriculture Knowledge Centre

Winter grazing has been shown to
enhance nutrient availability as well
as forage and pasture productivity.
This is as a result of increased
deposition of fresh manure and urine
directly onto the field, thus saving
the producer time, money and
machinery wear as compared to inyard winter feeding systems.
The two nutrients that are better
conserved and distributed in winter
grazing systems are nitrogen (N) and
phosphorus (P). Feedlot cattle
manure particularly tends to be high
in P and low in N. This is due to the
loss of inorganic N during manure
storage and a high content of
bedding straw. However, fresh
manure and urine contain a
significant amount of N as well as P.
With increasing levels of available
nutrients comes the potential of
environmental pollution. A recent
study showed elevated levels of
orthophosphate–P and ammonium-N
in snowmelt from winter grazing
sites as compared to snowmelt from
control watersheds. Notwithstanding
the elevated levels of N and P in
snowmelt, inorganic N and water
extractable P in the soil the following

spring were not different between
winter grazing and control sites. This
was attributed to a rapid early spring
uptake by the forage crop.
A recent study near Lanigan,
Saskatchewan, showed that available
N at 0-30 cm soil depth was higher
on low and upper slopes under bale
grazing than under swath grazing
(Fig. 1). Differences in extractable P
were only observed on upper slopes.
This may be attributed to the
importation of biomass (bales) onto
areas that would normally produce
low biomass. There is potential of P
movement to low slopes under either
system as the amount of biomass
produced is higher. Also, low areas
inherently have good fertility,
moisture and higher productivity.
Therefore, it is important to take
into account the slope of the
landscape and the winter grazing
system when planning in-field
wintering. Avoid areas where N and
P may accumulate (e.g. low areas) or
be picked up by snowmelt and
transported to water bodies.
For more information contact the
Agriculture Knowledge Centre at
1-866-457-2377.

Grand Champion Pen of Feeder
Heifers and Champion Pen of 5
Feeder Heifers

This Charolais sired pen was out of
Simmental x Angus dams and had an
average weight of 709.2 lb. It was
exhibited by Darryl and Maria Friesen,
Carrot River. They were purchased
by JGL Livestock for $1.27 per pound
to average $900.68 per heifer.
Reserve Grand Champion Pen of
Feeder Steers and Reserve
Champion Pen of 5 Feeder Steers

Fig. 1. Effect of winter feeding system on available N and exchangeable P in spring of the
following year in different landscape positions. Adapted from Kelln et al. 2012.

These Charolais sired steers out of
Black Angus females had an average
weight of 944.4 and were exhibited
by Lakeland College SMF, Vermilion,
AB. They sold for $1.22 per pound or
$1152 each, making them the high
selling pen of feeder steers at this
year’s sale.
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Saturday,
March 23, 2013
1:30 p.m.
Renfrew Pontiac Livestock,
Cobden, ON

Featuring

26 YEARLING BULLS

• Also offering open yearling replacement heifers

from Blackbern Farm, Cornerview Charolais, & WhiteWater Charolais

BCN 35Z
Cornerview
Zorro 35Z

BCN 6Z
Cornerview
Zeus 6Z
Sparrows Coach X Paymaster, 365 day AYW: 1,509

Sparrows Coach X Rio Blanco, 365 day AYW: 1,412

KBF 21Z
Blackbern
Zane 21Z
Winn Mans Lanza x Land O'Lakes Duke, 365 day AYW: 1,409

KBF 17Z
Blackbern
Zeus 17Z
Sparrows Fargo x Pleasant Dawn Rio, 365 day AYW: 1,351

View the catalogue online in mid-February at www.charolaisbanner.com
Charolais Connection • February 2013
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Beef Research School
Through a partnership with
RealAgriculture.com, the Beef Cattle
Research Council (BCRC) has
launched a new online learning
resource called Beef Research School
for the benefit of Canadian beef cattle
producers. The School, a series of
approximately 30 videos, will
encourage producers to utilize
research-supported knowledge and
technologies, which can positively
impact their herds, land and bottom
lines, and support the competitiveness
and sustainability of the industry.
Videos will feature interviews with
researchers, veterinarians and other
industry experts from across Canada
on the latest research knowledge and
technology, as well as progressive
producers and feedlots that put it
into practical use on their operations.
Each segment will run approximately
6-10 minutes.
“Producers have demonstrated that
they are keen to learn and will quickly
adopt new research-supported ideas
when it makes sense for their

operation,” said Matt Bowman, Chair
of the BCRC and a producer from
Thornloe, Ontario. “Given the range
of research topics of interest to
producers, it can be difficult for them
to stay caught up on publications or
attend numerous seminars and field
days, so the videos will be an
engaging, convenient way to learn
about the latest innovations.”
Topics presented by the videos will
include research knowledge related
to animal health and welfare, feeds,
food safety, beef quality, genetics and
environmental stewardship. The series
will also discuss the importance and
value of research in the Canadian beef
cattle industry, showcase a research
centre and highlight extension resources
available across the country. Videos
in the School will continue to be
filmed and distributed through to
summer 2013.
The Beef Research School can be found
online at www.BeefResearchSchool.com
or through the BCRC’s new extension
website at www.BeefResearch.ca.

The School, funded in part by the
Alberta Livestock and Meat Agency
Ltd., will be an important tool in the
BCRC’s long-term strategy to
improve technology transfer and
knowledge dissemination within the
Canadian beef cattle industry. The
strategy is part of Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada’s Beef Cattle
Industry Science Cluster.
The BCRC is Canada’s industry-led
funding agency for beef research. The
BCRC is funded through a portion of
the producer-paid national levy
which leverages government research
funding, and is led by a committee of
beef producers from across the
country. The BCRC’s mandate is to
determine research and development
priorities for the Canadian beef cattle
industry and to administer national
check-off funds allocated to research.
It operates as a division of the
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association.
You may view and comment on the
latest post at www.beefresearch.ca/
blog/new-video-series/

MANAGEMENT

Managing Yearling Bulls
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs

Many factors will affect the
longevity and usefulness of the bulls
you use. Bringing home that fresh
yearling bull is always exciting. You
have invested time and money in
making the purchase. Evaluating the
bulls available and carefully selecting
one that will improve your herd's
genetics can be challenging. Seeing
him fade to a shadow by the end of
the breeding season soon puts a few
questions in your mind regarding
your investment choice. We need to
remember that yearling bulls have
just reached adolescence and still have
a lot of growth and development
ahead of them. They do require higher
management than mature bulls.
Yearling bulls will lose weight
during their first breeding season, but
minimizing this loss will extend a
44

bull’s usefulness and productivity.
Minimizing the loss starts as soon as
you bring him home. They need to be
fed to continue gaining 2.0-2.5 lb./day,
until they are turned out with the
cows. Remember yearling bulls need
to be fit not fat. Ample opportunity for
exercise is required for muscle tone.
Once you do turn him out you
need to be sure he is not overworked.
A good rule of thumb is to turn him
out with 1 cow for every month of
age. Thus, a 15 month old bull can be
turned out with 15 cows. Remember
he needs to get the cows inseminated
but he also needs to learn to be a bull.
Observe him regularly to ensure he
knows to go from one cow to another
and to make sure he doesn't get injured.
Length of season is also important.
Leaving him out all summer will just
Charolais Connection • February 2013

run more pounds off him, so leave
him out for no more than 45-60 days.
If this isn’t long enough for your
herd, use artificial insemination (AI)
to maintain the length of your
breeding season and to shorten the
breeding period for the yearling bull.
When you do bring him in, he
needs to gain not just the weight he
lost during breeding season, but also
enough weight that he will be 75% of
his mature weight by the time he
reaches his second birthday. If a
bull’s potential mature weight is 2400
lb., he should weigh at least 1800 lb.
at 2 years of age. Therefore, that 1,450
lb. yearling bull at turnout who lost
200 lb. during his first breeding
season would have to gain 2.0 lb. per
day during the nine months before
his second birthday.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Beef Industry Sponsors Protein
Session at “Future of Food in
Healthcare Conference”
Canada Beef Inc. in partnership
with funding from ALMA proudly
sponsored University of McMaster
protein and metabolism expert Dr.
Stuart Phillips, at the 2012 “Future of
Food in Healthcare” conference. This
national conference was held on Oct.
16 and 17 at the Shenkman Arts
Centre in Ottawa, ON.
Research shows increasing protein
intakes, particularly protein from
animal sources, would benefit the
health and well being of the aging
population. This was the key message
delivered by Dr. Phillips, who
presented this message at a plenary
session at this influential Health
Care conference.
Dr. Phillips’ presentation included
the following important points:
• Many Canadians, especially

Turnbull
Charolais
Consigning 17 Bulls
to the 39th Annual
High Country
Bull Sale
March 2nd, 2013 • 1:00 p.m.
Pincher Creek Ag Grounds
Pincher Creek, AB

older Canadians, consume less meat
than they should
• There is a prevailing (and
misguided) belief that red meat
intake should be reduced in order to
decrease saturated fat intake and
benefit heart health
• Protein is a critical component of
healthcare menus but is often limited
due to cost or does not get consumed
in sufficient amounts due to issues of
texture or chewing ability
The audience for this session was
made up of foodservice professionals
directing operations in Canadian
hospitals, nursing and retirement
homes, as well as Registered
Dietitians and academics from
universities and colleges.
As decision makers and key
influencers of healthcare food and

nutrition policies, this is a critical
audience to bring attention to and
heighten awareness of Dr. Phillips’
work which highlights the
importance of advocating for the
inclusion of high-quality protein when
delivering foodservice in healthcare.
Promoting the role of animal
protein in the diet is one of the key
strategies for Canada Beef’s nutrition
program. By reaching this national
representation of healthcare
professionals, the objective of
sponsoring this talk was to positively
influence healthcare practice and
policies to be favourable towards
meat for this large segment of the
Canadian population.
Dr. Phillips’ bio can be seen at:
www.science.mcmaster.ca/kinesiology/
people/faculty/292-Stuart%20Phillips.html

Bulls also for sale

OFF THE FARM

CTP 192Z • 4th Gen Pld • BW 95
JWX Buckle 1X x Willowbrook
Red Rocket 532R

CTP 729Z • Dbl Pld • BW 92
Pleasant Dawn Maximum 138X
x Rolling D Paramount 424P

View the catalogue online at
www.charolaisbanner.com

CTP 66Z • 3rd Gen Pld • BW 98
Pleasant Dawn Maximum 138X
x Nish Guardian 117P

Turnbull Charolais
Curtis & Nanette Turnbull
Box 208, Pincher Creek, AB
T0K 1W0
T 403-627-4535 C 403-627-6951
turnbullcharolais@platinum.ca
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SKW 14Z • BW 88 lb. • Sept 900 lb.
Merit Roundup X Steppler 83U
BW -0.1 WW 52.7 YW 98.3 Milk 22.2

SKW 84Z • BW 105 lb. • Sept 945 lb.
Steppler 83U X Junction
BW 3.7 WW 50.7 YW 93.6

SKW 22Z • BW 105 lb. • Sept 1050 lb.
Merit Roundup X Misty Creek Vision
BW 1.8 WW 53.1 YW 100 Milk 22.2

Stephen & Kristin Wielgosz
Yellow Creek, SK • T 306.279.2033 C 306.279.7709
wielgoszsk@gmail.com
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SKW 29Z • BW 108 lb. • Sept 1000 lb.
Steppler 83U X Peugeot Et
BW 4.6 WW 53.3 YW 97.3

SKW 115Z • BW 105 lb. • Sept 980 lb.
Steppler 83U X Mcgwire
BW 3.3 WW 55.2 YW 94.2 Milk 18.2
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NEWS

Industry Info
EFSA Says Clone Meat Safe
The European Food Safety Authority
(EFSA) has published a scientific
statement saying: “there are no
indications that differences exist between
meat or milk derived from healthy
clones or their offspring from those of
healthy conventionally bred animals.”
In 2008, the US Food and Drug
Administration had ruled that
products from cloned animals were
“safe to consume,” and that no specific
labeling was necessary. The statements
rebut widespread public skepticism
about the relative safety of meat and
milk produced from cloning.
Chinese Scientists Modify Meat
Two calves in China have been
genetically modified “to produce more
tender, tastier beef.” Scientists at the
Beijing University of Agriculture are
hopeful the beef will ultimately compete
with quality Japanese Wagyu beef.
The calves are the first cloned cattle

whose meat contains adipcyte fatty
acid binding protein and are the only
survivors of a three-year scientific
project that originally began with 200
females implanted with embryos
modified with an extra gene that
theoretically increases the amount of
intramuscular fat.
Negative Impacts of Using Less
Technology
Recent research presented at the
2012 American Society of Animal
Science, pointed out the consequences
if farmers and ranchers no longer used
productivity-enhancing technologies
in raising beef cattle. If technology
were withdrawn, 17 million more
acres of land and 138 billion more
gallons of water would be required to
produce the same amount of beef.
And, 18 million extra tons of carbon
dioxide equivalent would be released
in the US alone and 16.9 million acres
of forest would be destroyed in other
countries. Overall,
the US beef supply
would decline by
17%.
Meat Eaters VS
Vegetarians
Almost one-third
of meat eaters say
BD Jan 11/12
EPD
they would not
BW 96 lb.
BW 2
date a vegetarian,
205 DW 832
WW 51.8
according to a
365 DW 1493
YW 96.2
survey conducted
ADG 4.13
M 21.5
by Today.com. On
WDA 4.05
TM 47.4
the other hand,
vegetarians are
GDSF RUSTY 14Z • GDSF Vision 10W x GDSF Miss Redman 7R
more tolerant,
Just a sample of the 40 bulls we have for sale.
with only 4%
We have bulls out of GDSF Reward 62X, Sparrows Fargo 811U, GDSF Vision 10W,
indicating that
GDSF Super 7 1T, DSY Networth 21X. 20 of them are Red Factor!
they wouldn’t date
Check out our website for bull weights and pictures
a meat eater.
www.defoortstockfarm.com
There is a
general agreement
among survey
respondents that
“couples should be
compatible with
regard to food,
because food is
social and the
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r
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dinner table is where a couple
reconnects after a day of work or play.”
PETA Loses “Happy Cows” Lawsuit
People for Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA) has lost a lawsuit the
organization filed challenging
California’s “Happy Cows” campaign
which promoted care and welfare of
California dairy cows and safety of the
state’s dairy products.
The PETA suit claimed that
California milk producers engaged in
“false and unwarranted” advertising
and other promotion in violation of
state law. A Sacramento-based judge
ruled that PETA’s claims were “not
supported by the evidence, and that
California dairy producers do adhere
to the highest welfare standards.”
Bovine DNA Traced to Wild Ox
A recent genetic study of cattle
DNA has led to the conclusion that
all modern domesticated bovines are
descended from a single herd of wild
ox which lived more than 10,000
years ago.
A team of European geneticists
excavated bones of cattle in Iran and
compared them to modern animals.
The team found the differences that
show up between the two populations
could only have arisen if a relatively
small number of animals, about 80,
had been domesticated from a nowextinct species of aurochses (wild ox)
that roamed Europe and Asia.
Organic Compounds Fight Pathogens
Researchers at USDA’s Agricultural
Research Service (ARS) Food and Feed
Safety Unit have developed a method
that used chlorate (sodium/salt) and
nitro compounds to significantly
reduce or eliminate intestinal bacterial
pathogens in young farm animals such
as piglets and calves.
Chlorate and nitro compounds,
which are so-called “natural
compounds,” have proven to be
especially effective against foodborne
pathogens Salmonella and Escherichia
coli O157:H7.

NEWS

Calving Time Management
for Beef Cows and Heifers
Glenn Selk, Professor, Extension Animal Reproduction Specialist, Animal Science
Dave Sparks, DVM, Area Food/Animal Quality and Health Specialist, Oklahoma Cooperative
Extension Service

Calf losses at calving time are often
a result of dystocia (difficult calving)
problems. Many of these losses occur
to calves born to first calf heifers and
can be prevented if the heifers and
cows are watched closely and the
dystocia problems detected and
corrected early. A veterinarian should
handle serious and complicated
calving problems. Ranchers must use
good judgment in their decisions as
to which problems will require
professional help, and the earlier help
is sought the greater the survival rate
of both cow and calf.
Recognize Normal Calving
If the calf is normally presented
(Figure 1) and the pelvic area is large
enough, the vast majority of animals
will give birth without assistance.
Recognizing a normal calving is just
as important as knowing when a
calving is abnormal. This way you
will not give help when it is not
needed.
The Three Stages of Parturition
Stage 1
The first stage of parturition is
dilation of the cervix. The normal
cervix is tightly closed right up until
the cervical plug is completely

dissolved. In stage 1, cervical dilation
begins some four to 24 hours before
the actual birth. During this time the
progesterone block is no longer
present and the uterine muscles are
becoming more sensitive to all factors
that increase the rate and strength of
contractions. At the beginning, the
contractile forces primarily influence
the relaxation of the cervix but
uterine muscular activity is still
rather quiet. Stage 1 is likely to go
completely unnoticed, but there may
be some behavioral differences such
as isolation or discomfort. Near the
end of stage 1 ranchers may observe
elevation of the tail, switching of the
tail, and increased mucous discharge.
Stage 2
The second stage of parturition is
defined as the delivery of the
newborn. It begins with the entrance
of the membranes and fetus into the
pelvic canal and ends with the
completed birth of the calf. The
second stage is the one producers are
really interested in because this is
where all the action is. Clinically the
onset of stage 2 is marked by the
appearance of membranes or water
bag at the vulva. The traditional texts,
fact sheets, magazines, and other
publications state that stage 2 in
cattle lasts from two to four hours.
Data from Oklahoma State University
and the USDA experiment station at
Miles City, Montana, would indicate
that stage 2 is much shorter being
approximately one hour for heifers
and one-half hour for adult cows. See
When and How to Examine a Cow
on page 3. In heifers, not only is the
pelvic opening smaller, but also the
soft tissue has never been expanded.
Older cows have had deliveries
before and birth should go quite
rapidly unless there is some
abnormality such as a very large calf,
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backwards calf, leg back, or twins.
Stage 3
The third stage of parturition is the
shedding of the placenta or fetal
membranes. In cattle this normally
occurs in less than eight to 12 hours.
The membranes are considered
retained if after 12 hours they have
not been shed. Years ago it was
considered necessary to remove the
membranes by manually unbuttoning
the attachments. Research has shown
that manual removal is detrimental to
uterine health and future conception
rates. Administration of antibiotics
usually will guard against infection
and the placenta will slough in four
to seven days. Contact your
veterinarian for the proper
management of retained placenta.
Dystocia
What is dystocia or a difficult
birth? Traditionally, it is any birth
that has needed assistance. According
to that definition, any unassisted
birth was a normal birth, but by the
definition an unassisted birth could
still result in weak or dead calf at
birth. A more modern definition of
dystocia would be a birth that needs
assistance or results in a weakened or
dead calf or injury to the dam.
Causes of Dystocia
What are the causes of dystocia?
Most common is relative fetal
oversize, which could be defined as a
calf too big, pelvis too small, or both.
As for calving difficulty, prevention
is worth a pound of cure. Proper sire
selection is a key to preventing
calving difficulty. Underdeveloped
heifers and heifers bred to bulls with
large birth weights are both factors
that cause increased incidence of
difficult births. The second most
prevalent cause is abnormal
presentation or position. The normal
presentation in cattle is anterior
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presentation or head first and the
normal position would be right side
up with head and fore limbs
extended into the pelvic canal. Any
position that involves the calf’s head
turned back or one of the legs turned
back is abnormal. Remember a
normal delivery cannot be achieved
unless the head and both front limbs
are presented into the pelvic canal
and on through the vulva. A third
cause of dystocia would be lack of
uterine contractions or uterine
fatigue. The causes of this are
complex and not completely
understood. Sometimes hormonal
imbalances may result in the cervix
not being completely dilated or
uterine contractions not occurring
frequently or strongly enough. Low
calcium levels such as seen with milk
fever or grass tetany may be
responsible. In any case those
problems usually require the
assistance of a veterinarian to correct.
Other causes of dystocia are twins or
genetic mistakes (fetal monsters).
Effects of Dystocia on the Calf
What are the effects of dystocia or
difficult birth on the calf? Obvious to
everyone is a dead calf at birth or one
killed during the assistance process.
Additional effects include trauma
such as leg fractures, ruptured
diaphragm, and nerve damage due to
excessive pulling, improper
placement of chains, or the
development of a hiplock. A third
and greatly overlooked effect is a
weak calf, sometimes called weak calf
syndrome, which may be brought on
by a prolonged stage 2. This is due to
increased time exposed to increased
pressure associated with increased
uterine contractions and straining of
the dam.
A prolonged stage 2 with no
progress in delivery of the calf is
going to result in decreased oxygen
and increased carbon dioxide to the
fetus. Such calves do not have normal
respiratory efforts. They do not have
strong gasping and panting efforts.
They do not have rapid respiration or
heart rates necessary to distribute
oxygen to the tissues and carbon
dioxide back to the lungs. Lactic acid
and carbon dioxide levels remain
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quite high. These calves are depressed,
they do not sit up well, they do not
shake their heads and ears, and if
weather is cold they do not shiver to
warm themselves. Shivering increases
metabolism, which increases heat.
These calves have poor metabolism to
begin with and their body
temperature consequently drops.
Even those that first appeared to
breath and sit
up normally
soon become
depressed, are
slow to rise,
and are slow
to nurse.
Many do not
nurse without
assistance and
die within 12
to 24 hours.
Even those that
do nurse, may
nurse too late for
good antibody
absorption. In
summary, the
effect of dystocia
is not just dead
calves and
injured heifers,
but also weak and sick calves.
Effects of Dystocia on Post-calving
Fertility
In addition to being the greatest
cause of baby calf mortality, calving
difficulty markedly reduces
reproductive performance during the
next breeding season.
Results from a Montana study
(Doornbos, et al., 1984) showed that
heifers receiving assistance in early
stage 2 of parturition returned to heat
earlier in the post-calving period and
had higher pregnancy rates than
heifers receiving traditionally
accepted obstetric assistance (Figure
2). In this study heifers were either
assisted when the fetal membranes
(water bag) appeared (Early) or were
allowed to progress normally and
assisted only if calving was not
completed within two hours of the
appearance of the water bag (Late).
Heifers that were allowed to
endure a prolonged labor had a 20%
lower rate of cycling at the start of
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the next breeding season. In addition,
the rebreeding percentage was 17%
lower than the counterparts that
were given assistance in the first hour
of labor.
Prolonged deliveries of baby calves
(in excess of one to one and a half
hours) often result in weakened
calves and reduced rebreeding
performance in young cows.

Prepare Before Helping
• Equipment: Before calving
season starts do a walk through of
pens, chutes, and calving stalls. Make
sure that all are clean, dry, strong,
safe, and functioning correctly. This
is a lot easier to do on a sunny
afternoon than on a cold dark night
when you need them.
• Protocol: Before calving season
starts develop a plan of what to do,
when to do it, who to call for help
(along with phone numbers), and
how to know when you need help.
Make sure all family members or
helpers are familiar with the plan. It
may help to write it out and post
copies in convenient places. Talk to
the local veterinarian about the
protocol and incorporate his/her
suggestions. Your veterinarian will be
a lot more helpful when you have an
emergency during the kids’ school
program if you have talked a few
times during regular hours.
• Lubrication: Many lubricants

have been used and one of the best
lubricants is probably the simplest –
non-detergent soap and warm water.
• Supplies: The stockman should
always have in his medicine chest the
following: disposable obstetrical
sleeves, non-irritant antiseptic,
lubricant, obstetrical chains (60 inch
and/or two 30 inch chains), two
obstetrical handles, mechanical calf
pullers, and injectable antibiotics. Do
not forget the simple things like a
good flashlight with extra batteries
and some old towels or a roll of
paper towels. It may be helpful for
you to have all these things and other
items you may want to include
packed into a 5 gallon bucket to make
up an obstetrical kit so you can grab
everything at once.
Signs of Impending Calving in Cows
or Heifers
As the calving season approaches,
the cows will show typical signs that
will indicate parturition is imminent.
Changes that are gradually seen are
udder development or making bag
and the relaxation and swelling of the
vulva or springing. These indicate the
cow is due to calve in the near future.
There is much difference between
individuals in the development of
these signs and certainly age is a
factor. The first calf heifer,
particularly in the milking breeds,
develops udder for a very long time,
sometimes for two or three months
before parturition. The springing can
be highly variable too. Most people
notice that Brahman influence cattle
seem to spring much more than does
a Holstein.
Typically, in the immediate two
weeks preceding calving, springing
becomes more evident, the udder is
filling, and one of the things that
might be seen is the loss of the
cervical plug. This is a very thick
tenacious, mucous material hanging
from the vulva. It may be seen
pooling behind the cow when she is
lying down. Some people mistakenly
think this happens immediately
before calving, but in fact this can be
seen weeks before parturition and
therefore is only another sign that the
calving season is here.
The immediate signs that usually

occur within 24 hours of calving
would be relaxation of the pelvic
ligaments and strutting of the teats.
These can be fairly dependable for
the owner that watches his cows
several times a day during the
calving season. The casual observer
or even the veterinarian who is
knowledgeable of the signs but sees
the herd infrequently cannot
accurately predict calving time from
these signs. The relaxation of the
pelvic ligaments really cannot be
observed in fat cows (body condition
score 7 or greater). However,
relaxations of the ligaments can be
seen very clearly in thin or moderate
body condition cows and can be a
sign of impending parturition within
the next 12 to 24 hours. These
changes are signs the producer or
herdsman can use to more closely
pinpoint calving time. Strutting of the
teats is not really very dependable.
Some heavy milking cows will have
strutting of the teats as much as two
or three days before calving and on
the other hand, a thin poor milking
cow may calve without strutting of
the teats.
Another thing that might be seen
in the immediate 12 hours before
calving would be variable behavior
such as a cow that does not come up
to eat or a cow that isolates herself
into a particular corner of the
pasture. However, most of them have
few behavioral changes until the
parturition process starts.
When and How to Examine the Cow
It is important to know with
complete confidence exactly when
and how long to leave the cow and
when to seek help. An issue facing
the rancher at calving time is the
amount of time heifers or cows are
allowed to be in
labor before
assistance is given.
Traditional
textbooks, fact
sheets, and
magazine articles
state that stage 2 of
labor lasted from
two to four hours.
Stage 2 is defined as
that portion of the
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birthing process from the first
appearance of the water bag until the
baby calf is delivered. Data from
Oklahoma State University and the
USDA experiment station at Miles
City, Montana, clearly show that
stage 2 is much shorter, lasting
approximately 60 minutes in first calf
heifers and 30 minutes in mature
cows (Table 1).
In these studies, heifers that were in
stage 2 labor much more than one hour
or cows that were in stage 2 much more
than 30 minutes definitely needed
assistance. Research information also
shows that calves from prolonged
deliveries are weaker and more
disease prone, even if born alive. In
addition, cows or heifers with
prolonged deliveries return to heat
later and are less likely to be bred for
the next calf crop. Consequently a
good rule of thumb: If the heifer is not
making significant progress one hour
after the water bag or feet appear,
examine the heifer to see if you can
provide assistance. Mature cows should
be watched for only 30 minutes before
a vaginal examine is conducted. If
you cannot safely deliver the calf
yourself at this time, call your local
veterinarian immediately.
Most ranches develop heifers fully
and use calving ease bulls to prevent
calving difficulties. However, a few
difficult births are going to occur
each calving season. Using the
concept of evening feeding to get
more heifers calving in daylight and
giving assistance early will save a
few more calves. This results in
healthier more productive two-year
cows to rebreed next year.
If nothing is showing after a period
of intensive straining of second-stage
labor – a period of approximately 30
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minutes in a cow and 60 minutes in a
heifer – then examine her to
determine if presentation is normal.
Wash the vulva, anus, and the area in
between using soap and warm water.
Using a disposable sleeve (shoulder
length) and a good lubricant (usually
available from your veterinarian),
insert your hand slowly and do not
rupture the waterbag. If the calf’s
presentation is not an anterior (Figure
1) or posterior position (Figure 3) or
if the calf is very large or the heifer
small, you may want to seek
professional help.
Proper Placement of Obstetrical
Chains
To properly use obstetrical chains
when assisting with a difficult birth,
follow the example in Figure 4. To
attach the chain, loop it around the
thin part of the leg above the fetlock.
Then, make a half hitch and tighten it
below the joint and above the foot.
Make certain that the chain is
positioned in such a manner that it
goes over the top of the toes. In this
way the pressure is applied so as to
pull the sharp points of the calf’s
hooves away from the soft tissue of
the vaginal wall.
Forced Extraction of the Calf
It is very important at all times to
exert pressure only when the animal
strains and to relax completely when
the patient relaxes. The old idea of
maintaining a steady pressure during
assistance is wrong, unless the cow
has already given up and no
assistance is coming from her.
Excessive or improper pressure
often causes injuries to the dam such
as vaginal tears, uterine rupture,
paralysis, or uterine prolapse. All can
usually be prevented but when they
occur they need the immediate
attention of your veterinarian.
Vaginal tears generally heal with
proper antibiotic therapy. Uterine
rupture usually results in death. Some
animals will recover from calving
paralysis but may require prolonged
care and may not breed again.
Pulling on a calf should only be
done when the presentation and
posture of the calf are normal. This
applies both to an anterior position
(Figure 1) and a posterior position
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(Figure 3). Excess force should never
be used in pulling a calf. In most
cases, no more than two men should
be allowed to pull and then only
when the cow strains. Lubricant and
patience will often solve the tightest
case. Use extreme caution if a
mechanical puller is being used.

The first step is to examine the cow
to check calf position and determine
if assistance is necessary. It is
generally easier to correct any
abnormal presentation if the cow is
standing. If a cow or heifer will not
get up, she should be so placed that
she is not lying directly on the part of
the calf which has to be adjusted.
Thus, if the calf’s head is turned back
toward the cow’s right flank, the cow
should be made to lie on her left
flank so that the calf’s head is
uppermost. This provides more room
in the uterus for manipulation.
Once the calf is in a correct anterior
or posterior position, delivery will be
easier if the cow is lying down. When
the calf’s limbs are located, find out
whether they are forelimbs or
hindlimbs. To do this start by feeling
the fetlock and moving the hand up
the limb. In the hindlimb the next
joint is the hock with the prominent
point. In the forelimb there is also a
prominent point, the point of the
elbow, but before this is reached one
can feel the knee joint, which is flat
and has no prominences.
The calf may be alive or dead.
Sometimes movements can be
detected in a live calf by placing the
fingers in the mouth, seizing the
tongue, or touching the eyelids.
If the genital passage of the cow is
dry or if the calf itself is dry, plenty
of lubricant should be used. Attempts
to repel (push back) the calf should
be made between labor pains.
Similarly, attempts to deliver the calf
by traction will be a lot easier if they
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are made to coincide with the
contractions of the cow.
Anterior Presentation
An anterior presentation is forefeet
first, head resting on the limbs, and
the eyes level with the knees (Figure
1). As stated above, in this
presentation the cow does not usually
require assistance, unless it is a heifer
at first calving, the calf is dead, or the
calf is too big for the cow.
If the calf is dead, tie a chain
around the head behind the ears and
pass it through the mouth. This will
prevent the head from twisting when
the limbs are being pulled. With a
live calf you can do this by placing a
hand on the head and ensuring that
the head is kept straight. Traction
should not be exerted simultaneously
on the head and limbs until the head
enters the pelvis. A large calf, with

shoulders too wide for the pelvis, is
sometimes held up at this stage. If so,
pull one limb only so that the elbow
and shoulder of one limb only enter
the pelvis. Then, while the pull on the
limb is continued, the other limb is
treated in the same way until both
feet project equally from the genital
passage. Now apply traction on both
limbs and on the head until the head
protrudes from the vulva, and from
this stage the principle traction is
exerted on the limbs again.
It can be seen that traction on
both limbs at the same time will
result in both shoulders entering the
pelvis at once. If the shoulders of a
wide-chested calf can be made to
enter on a slant and can be pulled
through in that position, delivery will
be made easier.
IMPORTANT: Traction on the calf
in the early stages should be exerted
upward (in the direction of the
tailhead) and not downward. Once
the calf is in the pelvic cavity, traction
should be straight backward and then
downward. The calf thus passes
through the birth canal in the form of
an arc.
If the passage of the hind end of
the calf presents any difficulty, the
body of the calf should be grasped
and twisted to an angle of about 45
degrees. Delivery is then made with
the calf half-turned on its side. This
allows for easier passage of a calf
with well-developed stifle joints.
Sometimes a calf gets stuck at the
hips (hiplock). Do not just pull, rotate
the calf as described above or try
turning the cow onto her back, then
over onto the side opposite to the one
you found her on and try some
gentle assistance.
Posterior Presentation
In a posterior presentation, both
the hindfeet are presented with the
calf’s spine upward toward the cow’s
spine (Figure 3), and the sole or
bottom of the hooves will face
upward. In a normal anterior
presentation (head and forelimbs
first) the hooves are downward. If the
calf is on its back, however, the
position of the hooves is reversed in
each of these presentations.
In the posterior presentation, the

head is the last part to be expelled,
and there is a risk of suffocation or
brain damage due to lack of oxygen.
Delivery should be as quickly as
possible by traction on the hind legs.
Traction should be exerted on one
limb until the corresponding stifle
joint has been drawn over the pelvic
brim. It may be necessary to push the
other limb partly back into the uterus
at the same time. In this way the two
stifle joints will enter separately into
the pelvis and assist easier delivery.
After the first limb has been drawn
back sufficiently, traction should be
applied to both limbs simultaneously.
If this does not succeed, cross one
limb over the other and pull on the
lower limb. This will make the calf
rotate slightly to one side and
delivery will proceed more smoothly.
The calf’s tail may have a tendency
to protrude upward and damage the
top of the vagina. Be sure the tail is
down between the legs by placing
your hand on the tailhead while the
calf is entering the pelvic cavity.
After delivery of posterior
presentation, more careful attention
should be given to removal of mucus
from the mouth and nose because of a
greater danger of suffocation than in an
anterior presentation. The calf should
be held up by the hindlegs and shaken
vigorously so that fluids may be expelled
from the respiratory passages.
Other Ideas on Pulling Calves
The chain should be tightly
fastened above the fetlocks with a
half-hitch below the fetlock before
applying traction in anterior or
posterior presentations. If it becomes
necessary to pull on the jaw or head,
try to do it by hand or use a soft
cotton or nylon rope being careful not
to apply excessive pull so as not to
fracture the jaw or damage the spinal
cord. If a rope is used apply the rope
behind the poll and through the
mouth. Protect the birth canal from
laceration by the sharp teeth by
guiding the head with your hand.
After the head and neck have passed
through the cervix, traction should be
applied to the legs only.
Traction should be applied in a
steady, even manner. Jerky, irregular
pulls are painful and dangerous.
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Only pull when the cow is straining.
If you are pulling and a sudden
obstruction occurs, stop and examine
the birth canal and calf to find out
what is wrong before proceeding. To
avoid lacerations to the soft birth
canal, time should be allowed for
enlargement of the birth canal as the
calf advances.
Abnormal Presentations
The following figures illustrate
presentation of the calf other than
anterior or posterior presentations.
Two Front Legs Presented: Head
Retained
If the head cannot be felt, do not
assume the calf is coming backward.
The two front legs may be presented
and the head retained (Figure 5).
Before pulling on the limbs,
distinguish between forelimbs and
hindlimbs as described earlier. Where
the head is bent back into the right
flank of the cow it will be easier to
correct if the left hand is used and
vice versa. By grasping the muzzle,
the ear, or the lower jaw; or by
placing the thumb and middle finger
in the eye sockets, the head can be
raised and directed into the pelvis.
Do not pull hard on the jaw because
the jaw can be easily broken.
In all these cases, the head can be
brought up and straightened more
easily if the body of the calf is at the
same time pushed farther back in the
uterus. This can be done by placing
the hand between the front legs and
pushing back the chest, the head

53

being pulled at the same time with
aid of a chain placed on the lower
jaw. Try to carry out all these
operations when the cow is not
straining vigorously.
Head Between Forelegs
Sometimes the head falls well
down between the legs (Figure 6).
Replace one or both limbs into the
uterus to raise the head by one of the
methods described above.

Another method is to turn the cow
on her back. The head of the calf will
fall toward the cow’s spine and then
can be more easily guided into the
pelvis by a hand alone or else by a
loop around the lower jaw.
Head Out: One or Both Forelegs
Retained
The calf may have the head out,

but one or both forelegs retained
(Figure 7). Secure the head by placing
a chain or rope behind the poll and
through the mouth then lubricate the
head and push it back into the uterus.
Then search for the limbs one at a
time. Each limb should be grasped
just above the fetlock and bent at the
knee. Now push the bent knee
toward the spinal column and push
back so as to bend all the joints of the
limb. Meanwhile the hand is
gradually moved down the limb
toward the fetlock. Now raise the
fetlock over the pelvic brim and the
leg can move forward.
If the hand alone does not work,
chain the fetlock. Push the knee at the
same time and pull the rope. Cover
the hoof to avoid damage.
Breech Presentation
Figure 8 shows a breech presentation.
The calf has to be repelled well back
into the uterus. Then grasp a leg below
the stifle and work a hand down to
the foot. Place the hoof into the palm
of your hand, withdrawing you arm
until the foot is drawn over the pelvic
brim. This manipulation is made
easier by rotating the hock outward
as the foot is pulled up and back.

Rotating the Calf at Parturition to
Aid in Delivery
Pulling on a calf should only be
done when the presentation and
posture of the calf are correct. This
applies to both the anterior (forward)
position (Figure 1) and the posterior
(backward) position (Figure 3). A large
calf, with shoulders too wide for the
pelvis, is sometimes held up at this
stage (Figure 10). If so, pull one limb
only so that the elbow and shoulder of
one limb only enter the pelvis. Then,
while the pull on the limb is
continued, the other limb is treated in
the same way until both feet project

Twins
If twins enter the vagina one at a
time, there is no problem. However,
occasionally twins are presented
together and block the birth canal. In
most of these cases one comes head
first and the other tail first (Figure 9).
Extract the closest twin. If in doubt,
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first extract the twin presenting
hindlegs after first repelling the other
twin far into the uterus.
Before this, make sure both limbs
belong to the same calf. To do this,
feel along each limb to where it joins
the body and feel along the body to
the opposite limb. Rope each limb
separately and identify the ropes for
each twin. If one or both twins are
abnormally presented, correct as in a
single birth before attempting delivery.
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equally from the genital passage. Now apply traction on
both limbs and on the head until the head protrudes from
the vulva, and from this stage the principle traction is
exerted on the limbs again. It can be seen that traction on
both limbs at the same time will result in both shoulders
entering the pelvis at once.
The pelvis has an oval shaped opening with the largest
dimension being the vertical axis, and the smaller
dimension is the horizontal width. If the shoulders of a
large birth weight calf can be made to enter on a slant and
can be pulled through in that position, delivery will be
made easier. Apply traction that will allow the calf to be
turned about 90 degrees so that the widest part of the
shoulders will match the largest dimension of the pelvic
opening (Figure 11).

After the shoulders have passed the pelvic opening, the
calf can be returned to the normal upright position because
the torso is larger in the vertical dimension (Figure 12).

and should therefore be culled. If the uterus becomes
badly traumatized before treating, the animal dies from
shock or hemorrhage.
Vaginal prolapse, however, that which occurs before
calving is a heritable trait and is likely to reoccur each year
during late pregnancy. Such animals should not be kept in
the herd. The condition will eventually result in the loss of
cow, calf, or both plus her female offspring would be
predisposed to vaginal prolapse.
Research (Patterson, et al, 1981) from the USDA station at
Miles City, Montana, reported that 153 calvings of 13,296
calvings from a 14-year span were associated with prolapse
of the reproductive tract. Of those 153 prolapses, 124 (81%)
were vaginal prolapses and 29 (19%) were uterine
prolapses. The subsequent pregnancy rate following
prolapse among first calf heifers was 28% and the
pregnancy rate among adult cows following a prolapse was
only 57.9%.
Summary
Many calving difficulties could be eliminated by proper
development of replacement heifers and/or breeding first
calf heifers to bulls that will sire calves with below average
birth weights. Of most importance is to know when to help,
when to quit, and when it is time to call the veterinarian.
Remember the length of stage 2 of parturition is important
to calf survival and if a problem cannot be corrected within
20 to 30 minutes, you should seek assistance.

Hiplock is the next likely obstruction that is met when
pulling a calf. If the passage of the hind end of the calf
presents any difficulty, the body of the calf should be
grasped and twisted to an angle of about 45 degrees.
Delivery is then made with the calf half-turned on its side.
This allows for easier passage of a calf with well-developed
stifle joints.
Prolapses
Prolapses occur occasionally in beef cows. Most prolapses
occur very near the time of calving. Two distinct kinds of
prolapse exist.
Uterine prolapse requires immediate attention and if
treated soon, most animals have an uneventful recovery. If
they subsequently rebreed and become pregnant there is no
reason to cull animals suffering uterine prolapse after
calving. Uterine prolapse is not likely to reoccur. Some may
suffer uterine damage or infection that prevents conception
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IMPORTANT ACTIVITIES IN OUR INDUSTRY

Calendar of Events
February 16
P & H Ranching Co. Ltd. Bull Sale,
Innisfail (AB) Auction Mart
February 16
St Martin de Beauce (QC) Test
Station Sale
February 18
“Tip the Scale Bull Sale”, Vikse
Family Farm, Donalda, AB
February 19
Rawes Ranches 30th Annual
Performance Tested Charolais Bull
Sale, at the ranch, Strome, AB

February 24
Pro-Char Charolais 2nd Annual Bull
Sale, 1:30 p.m., at the farm,
Glenevis, AB

March 6
1st Annual Wrangler Made Charolais
Bull Sale, at Sekera-Triple J Livestock
Market, Westlock,AB

March 1
Maple Leaf Charolais Annual Bull Sale,
1:00 p.m., Lakedell (AB) Ag Centre

March 8
A. Sparrow Farms Bull Sale, 2:00
p.m., at the farm, Vanscoy, SK

March 2
Chomiak 9th Annual Bull Sale,
Viking (AB) Auction Martket

March 8
South Central Alberta Charolais
Breeders Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m., Innisfail
(AB) Auction Mart

March 2
High Country Bull Sale, Pincher
Creek, AB

February 22
HEJ Charolais Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m.,
Innisfail (AB) Auction Mart

March 2
Ferme Louber Annual Bull Sale,
1:00 p.m., at the farm, Ste-Marie de
Beauce, QC

February 23
Beck Farms & McCoy Cattle Co. Bull
Sale, 1:00 p.m., Optimum Genetics,
Regina, SK

March 4
Palmer Charolais & Nielson Cattle
Red & Black Angus Bull Sale, 2:00
p.m., at the farm, Bladworth, SK
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March 8
10th Annual Northern Classic Bull
Sale, Grand Prairie, AB
March 9
Horseshoe E Charolais Annual Bull
Sale, 2:00 p.m., Johnstone Auction
Mart, Moose Jaw, SK
March 9
Vente Synergie, 12:30 p.m., Ste-Sophie
de Levard, QC

March 10
108th Annual Regina Bull Sale, Evraz
Place, Regina, SK

March 15
Reese Cattle Co. Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m.,
Innisfail (AB) Auction Mart

March 12
McTavish & Guests Charolais and
Red Angus Bull Sale, 1:30 p.m., at the
farm, Moosomin, SK

March 16
Pleasant Dawn Farms 11th Annual
Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m., Heartland
Livestock, Virden, MB

March 12
Valley Charolais Bull Sale, 12:30 p.m.
at BC Livestock Co-op, Kamloops BC

March 16
Rollin’ Acres & Guests 3rd Annual
Bull Sale, 2:00 p.m., Maple Hill
Auctions, Hanover, ON

March 13
Buffalo Lake Charolais and
Shorthorns Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m.,
Stettler (AB) Auction Mart
March 14
Charolais Power 2012, 1:00 p.m.,
Dryland Cattle Trading Corp.,
Veteran, AB
March15
Family Tradition Bull Sale, 2:00 p.m.,
at Rolling D Charolais, Dropmore, MB
March 15
Northern Alliance Bull Sale, 1:00
p.m., Spiritwood (SK) Stockyards

March 16
Lanoie Bros. Charolais Bull Sale,
2:00 p.m., Johnstone Auction Mart,
Moose Jaw, SK
March 16
Sandan Charolais Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m.,
at the farm, Erskine, AB
March 16
Ferme Palerme Charolais Bull Sale,
Vinoy Test Station, 1:00 p.m., at
Ferme Gagnon, Cheneville, QC
March 16
27th Annual Northern Impact
Charolais Breeders Bull Sale, 1:30 p.m.,
Nilsson Bros. Livestock, Clyde, AB

March 20
Wawadash Farms Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m.,
Dryland Cattle Trading Corp.,
Veteran, AB
March 20
Provost Bull Sale, Provost, AB
March 21
Diamond W Charolais & Angus 11th
Annual Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m., Valley
Livestock Sales, Minitonas, MB
March 22
Winn Man Farms 12th Annual Bull
Sale, 2:00 p.m., at the farm,
Winnipegosis, MB
March 22
Thistle Ridge Ranch Bull Sale, 1:00
p.m., Taber (AB) Agriplex
March 23
Wilgenbusch Charolais North of the
53rd Bull Sale, 1:30 p.m., at the CSS
Charolais Ranch, Paynton, SK
March 23
PIC Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m., Carson Sales
Arena, Listowell, ON

On oﬀer: 35 Yearlings • 20 Two Year Olds

A sample of the bulls selling
Spruce View Charolais
The Lakustas
Lorne & Eﬃe & family
Box 37, Andrew, AB T0B 0C0
T 780-365-2079 C 780-719-0264

Clear Lake Charolais
Box 9, Tiger Lily, AB T0G 2G0 • 780-674-5992
Tim Facette 780.305.4848
Loretta Facette 403.391.6791
John Fitzgerald 780.305.6678
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EZ Ranch
Everett Laboucan
Box 89,
Driftpile, AB T0G 0V0
780-355-2179
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March 23
Transcon's Mountainview Angus,
Simmental and Charolais Bull Sale,
Innisfail, AB

March 26
Steppler Farms 2nd Annual Bull
Sale, 1:00 p.m., Steppler Sale Barn,
Miami, MB

March 30
Murphy Livestock Charolais &
Angus Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m., Western
Pride Auction Mart, Bonnyville, AB

March 23
Benchmark Charolais Bull Sale, 1:30
p.m., Renfrew Pontiac Livestock
Facility, Cobden, ON

March 27
Hi-Weigh Charolais Breeders Bull Sale,
1:00 p.m., Neepawa (MB) Fairgrounds

March 30
2nd Annual High Point Charolais
Breeders Bull Sale, 6:00 p.m.,
Carmarthen Lake Farms,
Singhampton, ON

March 24
Best of the Breeds Bull Sale, 2:00 p.m.,
Parkland Livestock Auction, Leross, SK
March 24
Cattleman’s Classic Multi-Breed Bull
Sale, 1:00 p.m., Heartland Livestock,
Virden, MB
March 25
White is Right Bull Sale, Perlich Bros.
Auction Mart, Lethbridge, AB
March 25
North West Bull Sale, 1;00 p.m.,
Kramer’s Big Bid Barn, North
Battleford, SK
March 25
Harvie Ranching Bull Sale, at the
ranch, Olds, AB

MXS 212Z
Landmark x MSW Y2K
BW 2.5 WW 54 YW 100 M 22 TM 49
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March 28
Elder Charolais 3rd Annual Bull Sale,
1:30 p.m., at the farm, Coronach, SK

March 30
Impact Angus & Charolais Bull &
Female Sale, 1:00 p.m., Saskatoon
(SK) Livestock Sales

March 29
K-Cow Ranch Family Bull Sale, 1:30
p.m., at the Ranch, Elk Point, AB

March 30
Borderland Cattle Company Bull
Sale, 1:30 p.m., Rockglen, SK

March 30
Gilliland Bros. Charolais & PerrotFrietag Angus Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m.,
Alameda (SK) Auction Mart

April 1
Wilgenbusch Charolais 10th Annual
Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m., at the farm,
Halbrite, SK

March 30
Forsyth Bros. and Tee M Jay
Charolais Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m., Ashern
(MB) Auction Mart

April 2
Cedarlea Charolais & Windy Willows
Angus Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m., Windy
Willows Farm, Hodgeville, SK

March 30
JTA Diamond Charolais Bull Sale,
1:00 p.m., Johnstone Auction Mart,
Moose Jaw, SK

MXS 228Z
Roundup x Alcatraz
BW .1 WW 44 YW 86 M 25.7 TM 48

MXS 244Z
Spitfire x Alcatraz
BW 1.4 WW 43 YW 87 M 20.5 TM 42
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April 3
White Cap/Rosso Charolais & Howe
Red Angus Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m., at
White Cap Charolais, Moose Jaw, SK
April 4
Hunter Charolais Bull Sale, 1:30 p.m.,
DST, at the farm, Roblin, MB
April 6
Manitoba Bull Test Station Sale, 1:30
p.m., at the test station, Carberry, MB
April 6
Saunders Charolais 8th Annual
Bull Sale, 2:00 p.m., Keady (ON)
Livestock Market
April 6
VerMillionaires Charolais Group
27th Annual Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m.,
Nilsson Bros. Livestock Exchange,
Vermilion, AB
April 6
Maritime Bull Test Station Sale, at the
test station, Nappan, NS

April 9
Top Cut Bull Sale, 2:00 p.m.,
Stockman’s Weigh Co., Mankota, SK
April 9
Transcon's Cattle Country Bull Sale,
1:00 p.m., Beautiful Plains Ag
Complex, Neepawa, MB
April 10
Mutrie Farms/Bar H Charolais Bull
Sale, 1:00 p.m., Candiac (SK) Auction
Market
April 11
Size Matters Bull Sale, 1:30 p.m., at
Sliding Hills Charolais Farm,
Canora, SK
April 13
Breeders Bull Sale, 2:00 p.m., Square
D Sale Site, Langbank, SK
April 13
Eastern Select Bull & Female Sale,
1:00 p.m., Hoards Station Sale Barn,
Campbellford, ON

April 20
Cornerstone Charolais & Red Angus
Bull Sale, 1:00 p.m., Whitewood (SK)
Auction Mart
April 20
Cedardale Charolais 10th Annual
Bull & Select Female Sale, 1:00 p.m.,
at the farm, Nestleton, ON
April 27
Vente de Taureau D’Asbestos,12:30
p.m. at Ranch Lougami, QC
June 7 & 8
Saskatchewan Charolais Association
50th Anniversay Celebration & AGM
in conjunction with the Canadian
Charolais Association AGM, Moose
Jaw, SK
July 17-20, 2013
CCYA Conference & Show,
Shelburne, ON

YOUR SOURCE FOR CONVENIENT PERFORMANCE

Hunter CHarolais Bull sale
Thursday, April 4, 2013, 1:30 p.m. DST • At the farm, Roblin, MB

35 Yearling Bulls • 5 Two Year Old Bulls • Most are Polled • Some Red Factor

HC 261Z • 3rd Gen Pld
Special Edition x New Horizon
Meat & Performance

HC 202Z • 3rd Gen Pld • ET Fire Water x Junction
daughter • Definite Herdbull Prospect

Complete Performance Data Available
Bulls can be viewed any time
Helge & Candace By
E: charolaisbanner@gmail.com

T: 306-584-7937
Helge 306-536-4261

HC 203Z • Dbl Pld
Silver Bullet x Junction
with a -1.7 BW EPD

Hunter CHarolais
A Charolais family operation for over 30 years

Doug & Marianne, Jim, Kristi & Michael Hunter • Box 569, Roblin, MB R0L 1P0

T: 204-937-2531 Doug: 204-937-7737 Michael: 204-247-0301
View the catalogue online at www.huntercharolais.com
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